














Versatile New Higgins Craft 
Makes Ideal 40-Passenger Crew Boat 
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This 52’ Vessel 
Has 22 M.P.H. Speed 
and Only 3’ 10” Draft 


The latest in survey boats for shallow water operations, 
the Captain Jack is a 52’ steel vessel with 15’ 714” 
beam amidships—yet her maximum draft, loaded, is 
a scant 3’ 10’’. Higgins engineers accomplished this by 
means of a welded, ‘“‘V” bottom hull of special design. 
In spite of her shallow draft, this boat makes 22 m.p.h. 
loaded, cruises at 18 m.p.h. and sacrifices nothing 
in accommodations. The forward cabin sleeps 6. The 


@. Got a marine problem? A. Get hold of 


Box 8001 . New Orleans 22, La. « CRescent 0631 





Crew Boat Version Seats 36-40 


bridge house has all engine and clutch controls con- 
veniently located at the helmsman’s position. On board 
is the latest in communications, depth finding and radar 
equipment. This versatile design can also be ordered 
as a crew boat, seating 36-40, as shown in plan above 
Higgins can deliver any job for marine or oil operations 
—and deliver it right on time. If you have a problem, 


write, wire or call. 
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YC... THE NAME THAT MEANS DEPENDABILITY TO OUR FIGHTING FORCES 


DRILLING BARGES © DREDGES © BARGES © QUARTERBOATS + TUGS © WORK BOATS © COMMUNICATION CRAFT © DRILLING STRUCTURES © PERSONNEL 
BOATS © PLEASURE BOATS © SEISW.UGRAPH BOATS © BULK-TYPE CARGO BARGES © SWAMP SKIPPERS © TANK BARGES © ALSO MARINE REPAIRS OF ALL TYPES 
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For Preven Protection of 


VALUABLE OFFSHORE EQUIPMENT 


These offshore platforms, rigs and permanent 
well pond equipment are perfectly protected with Copon against 
the devastating action of the sea. 


4» Now it can be said that sufficient time has elapsed to prove 
beyond a doubt that COPON will give years of protection in 
severe environments which usually break down other coatings 
in a matter of weeks. The COPON coating systems have been © 
developed after years of research, development and _ perfection 
of the coating and coating techniques in close cooperation with 
industry’s leading corrosion engineers. Our technicians are avail- 
able to study your specific needs and to work with you toward 
achieving the protection required. 


lf your properties are being chewed up by corrosion or 
attacked by marine growth, fill out this attached coupon fo obtain more 
information on Copon corrosion control for offshore equipment. 


we 


COAST PAINT & LACQUER CO., INC. 
P. 0. Box 1113, Houston 1, Texas 


Please send me information about Copon’s Corrosion 
Control for offshore equipment. 


Name. 








Position or Title 





Address 





City State 
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COAST ri Paint & Lacquer Co. ine. 


P. O. BOX 1113 ° HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Way offshore .. . 


With the Publisher 


| Sects settle a rumor right off. CATC did not pay any 
big old whopping price for a 344-acre lease out in 
whale pasture. Not $20 thousand per acre, at any rate. 
It was 5,000 acres and the price was a measley $1,500 
per acre. 

Seems reasonable enough to us! 





You will also note that we have added two new staff 
members this month. The boys are okay, too. We care- 
fully checked to make certain horse-thieves were num- 
bered among their antecedents, before hiring them. 





And if you should happen to bump into R. L. “Red” 
Shibley, one of the partners in Marine Service Company, 
we have some advice to pass along. 

Shoot him on sight! 

The booger has been losing us some sleep. Not long 
ago he and Johnny Wiech built a couple of 110-foot off- 
shore boats, and named them the Spindletop and Wildcat. 
Now they have two more 110-footers under construction, 
and over coffee Red tells me they're anxious to conjure up 
just the right names for the new boats. Names that ooze 
gas-distillate, reek of oilfield history, and have a marine 
petroleum taint as strong as salt spray off a leaky Gulf 
blowout preventer. 

It's an innocent enough request, on the surface. The 
insidious side of it doesn’t creep up and crack you one 
until later. Red and I kicked a bunch of names around— 
like Seminole, Offshore Explorer, Offshore Driller, etc. 
But none of them had quite the flavor we were after, and 
that night instead of sleeping I found myself thinking 
names like Gulf Gusher, Miocene Queen, Frio Filly, Pay 
Dirt, etc. After a couple of hours, I decided to abandon 
the dad-blamed location and sail right off the lease—but 
those names kept going around and around in my head 
like a rotary table! 

Look, can’t one of you fellows help us out? Wouldn't 
you like to name a boat? 

Come up with a good un,’ and it just might keep MSC 
from becoming a one-partner outfit. Otherwise I’m liable 
to take a pot-shot at a certain redhead, for being the ruina- 
tion of my retirement hours... . 





We had hoped to include an offshore lease map of Texas 
in this issue, but ran into trouble. It took us a lot of 
looking to find a good base map, and work up the neces- 
sary information. But we have it, and we'll publish it in 
the near future—probably in two parts. If we don’t, some 
of the littler leases in near the shore might get lost; and 
we'd sure hate to lose something somebody might have 
paid half a million dollars for! 





Incidentally, we've received a bunch of inquiries as to 
when we plan on publishing a revised edition of the 
Louisiana offshore lease map. Fall, probably. We orig- 
inally thought on revising it every six months. 

But we'll see you again before then! 


Long John Latham. 
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SENERAL MOTORS 


a hless 
‘DOWN TIME... 


with 
GENERAL MOTORS DIESEL 
GENERATOR SETS 
installed BY GEORGE 





GM Detroit Diesel Engines — GM Delco Genera- 
tors — One manufacturer — One responsibility — 
One source of parts. More economical to buy — 
to operate — to repair. 


Our Diesel Generator sets can be furnished in any 
capacity from 10-200 KW. Delco Generators meet 
all AIEE, NEMA, ABS, and U. S. COAST GUARD 
REQUIREMENTS. Control panels, automatic start- 
ing devices, remotely controlled governors, and a 
variety of cooling systems are standard options. 


Ry] GEORGE 
OMe ENGINE 


COMPANY, INC. 


GENERAL MOTORS 


DIESEL 
POWER 


MARINE — INDUSTRIAL — OILFIELD 


Phone: FI Ilmore 1-564! 
P. O. Box 341 





Harvey, La. 
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AVONDALE. cern 


new & enlarged facilities to serve the Oil Industry 


Prompt and efficient round-the-clock service, 







the kind of service Harvey is famous for 
—all new equipment installed and ready 
to serve you, including large Bore hol- 
low spindle lathe, hobbing machine, 
and complete heat treating facili- 
ties—precision threading, both 
for joint work and casing threads 
of all sizes—large whirley crane to y, 
give you “‘quick service’ for any type 
of rig repair, as well as complete rigging 
up of drilling barges—the first Steel Ware- 
house on the West Bank—all this and more. 
The Harvey “Quick Repair Plant” of Avondale is the focal point 


of the oil country . . . convenient and renowned for “quick ser- 
vice.” On your next requirement, large or small, call Avondale. 


AVONDALE MARINE WAYS, INC. 


P. O. BOX 1030 + NEW ORLEANS, U.S.A. « UNiversity 4561 
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The July 12 lease sale... 


Did It Boost Federal Control? 


| RETROSPECT the July 12 sale of offshore leases by 
the federal government—in which bids were made on 
several submerged tracts also offered by the State of 
Louisiana—may have set a bad precedent. Certainly, it 
may have given a group of United States senators dramatic 
fodder to fight the battle of the tidelands all over again. 


On July 12 the State Minerals Board of Louisiana was 
to have opened bids for leases on 72,000 offshore acres 
lying between the three-mile and three-league marks off 
the Louisiana coast. By prior announcement the Bureau 
of Land Management of the Department of the Interior 
was offering the same twilight acreage on the same day at 
its lease sale of 674,095 acres off the Louisiana and Texas 
coasts. 


The federal lease sale drew over $108 million in bonuses, 
of which 4 percent was for disputed tracts. Eleven percent 
of the total federal acreage was in the twilight zone. 


In Baton Rouge, the capital of Louisiana, there were 
no bids at all! 


This preferential bidding may have definite repercussions 
in Washington, where Senator Paul Douglas of Illinois has 
gathered 17 other senators to back a bill giving all the off- 
shore area from the low water mark to three miles out back 
to the federal government. 


Basis: word-fumbling in the 1953 act which “gave” the 
tidelands to the states. 


Douglas said the act reserved to the federal government 
all submerged lands within the three-mile line in which 
it had a proprietary interest; and the Supreme Court had 
earlier held the federal government had proprietary rights 
in all acreage seaward of the low-water mark. 


As a means of simplifying the legal problems in the 
twilight tidelands, bidders had done the proper thing in 
snubbing one of the sales; but, unfortunately, the same 
action may someday be used to good effect by the 
eighteen senators in promoting the belief that oil com- 
panies prefer federal ownership. 


Ultimately, it may have been better to have refused to 
bid in either sale. Even duplicate bids in both sales—with 
all the attendant confusion—would have deprived the 
synthesizing solons an argument in their attempt to re- 
create chaos in the general offshore outlook. 


The Editor. 
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WHERE CONVENTIONAL 
COATINGS FAIL... 





PRS Coatings Are Engineered 
To Give Fullest Protection 


PRS Engineered Coatings are designed to 
suit the environment of your particular struc- 
ture . . . whether it is a drilling platform or 
separator group offshore . . . or a tank bat- 
tery in the marshes. 

If you contact us to solve your coating 
problems, you will receive a product based 
upon research directed by your particular 
needs, designed for your particular use . . . 
yet there will be no engineering costs! 


To cut down costly maintenance, let PRS 
engineer the proper coating for your new 
structure. 


Write, wire or call: 


Belle Chasse, Lovisiene 








Telephones: 
FOrest 6-3538 Nights, Sundays & Holidays 
Call EVergreen 2426 
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INGALLS --- DESIGNERS and BUILDERS 





FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION, WRITE: 


The INGALLS Shipbuilding rane ee 


BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 
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OFFSHORE 
OPERATIONS 


FFSHORE drilling structures and 

appurtenances involve what is 
perhaps the highest concentration of 
speculative investment in the world 
today. In addition, a large majority of 
these platforms are unattended by per- 
sonnel so the only insurance the op- 
erators have against loss through col- 
lision are their visible and audible aids 
to navigation systems. 

Experience has shown Coast Guard 
inquiries into loss involving a marine 
carrier and a fixed offshore obstruc- 
tion usually include investigation of 
the aids to navigation operating on the 
obstruction at the time of loss. 

My company has designed, manu- 
factured, distributed, installed, and 
maintained complete navigation aids 
systems for offshore operators since 
the first exploratory well was drilled. 

When several Louisiana fields were 
opened in rapid succession in 1948, 
the U. S. Coast Guard began the task 
of regulating aids to navigation on 
privately owned obstructions. 
*Condensed from a paper presented 
to the International Conference on 
Light Houses and Other Aids to Nav- 
igation, at Scheveningen, The Neth- 
erlands, May, 1955. 
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Protection of valuable offshore installations from seaborne traffic is a must for 
operations at sea. This drilling platform is protected by lights at each corner 





as well as a fog horn mounted on a stanchion. (see below) 


A Summary Of Private Aids To Navigation 
In The Gulf Of Mexico 


by NATHAN H. JONES* 
President, The Light House, Inc. 


Early offshore wells were drilled in 
relatively shallow water, so the Coast 
Guard ruled that a fog signal audible 
for a 14-mile radius, with a one- 
second blast and then 14 seconds si- 
lence would be adequate. 

A Texas coast project met the re- 
quirement with a 1,000-pound bell 
and striker. 

The Coast Guard also required 
lights with a characteristic of 0.3 sec- 
ond on and 0.7 second off, with a 
clear light of 100 candlepower. This 
rule at first was met with acetylene 
lanterns. 

A permit to erect a platform near 
the fairway into Galveston Harbor 
changed matters. Navigation interests 
said that a 1/,-mile radius was inade- 
quate, so the Coast Guard ruled in 
favor of a two-mile-radius audible 
signal. 

A system using three air horns 
mounted on a manifold 120 degrees 
apart was abandoned when it produced 
zones of silence. The next “(and cur- 
rent) installation used four of the 
same type horns set 90 degrees apart. 

Meanwhile, the acetylene lantern in- 
stallation had been disapproved by 

(Continued on next page) 





Fog horn units in the vicinity of 
the crew’s quarters are moved to a 
distant location and mounted on a 
stanchion. 
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obstruction light with a six-volt bulb and lead acid battery. The battery was 
to have been charged by a wind generator system. 


This type of electric vibratory horn 
was developed to provide a fog signal 
audible one-half mile from lesser ob- 
structions, 

Permanent piling markers established 
in heavily traveled areas were often 
detroyed by barges. 


Developed in 1949, the Model 18 Dual Diesel Automatic Fog Horn has duplicate 


equipment, with a standby system taking over automatically as the regular 


system fails. 
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several companies. It was too danger- 
ous on platforms where petroleum 
products were produced or stored. 

Coast Guard regulations also re- 
quired all corners of a platform to be 
lighted so as to be visible 360 degrees. 
At first each such light had its own 
battery box, but later a master and 
slave arrangement with batteries at 
the master lantern was developed. 
Floor space was just too valuable— 
one operator estimated $10,000 a 
square foot—to be wasted on separate 
battery boxes. — 

The master lantern contained flasher, 
protective relay and lampchanger, with 
daylight control provided by a sun 
relay. Any number of slave lanterns 
could be attached. In 1954 the Coast 
Guard introduced a regulation requir- 
ing this type of hookup. Lights flashed 
in unison had proved more percepti- 
ble and defined the structure outlines 
better. 

The air horns originally drew their 
compressed air from the drilling equip- 
ment air supply. But insurance and 
safety regulations required platforms 
be abandoned by personnel and all 
equipment shut down at the time when 
power supply for the fog horn was 
most sorely needed. 

Local headquarters of the Eighth 
U. S. Coast Guard District had had 
little experience with unattended fog 
signal installations, and recommended 
offshore operators leave personnel in 
attendance on remote locations which 
required signals audible more than 
Y, mile. 

This proved uneconomical, and The 
Light House, Inc., set out to provide 
a single diesel power plant to furnish 
the fog signal with necessary com- 
pressed air and electricity. The unit 
developed had automatic shut down 
devices in case of high water tempera- 
ture or low oil pressure. It drove 
quadraplex fog signals and, mounted 
on a skid-fuel tank combination, con- 
tained enough diesel fuel for 20 days 
continuous operation without servic- 
ing or refueling. 

Shortly thereafter there was devel- 
oped a unit using duplicate equipment 
which would start a standby system 
automatically after the running equip- 
ment had failed. It met the problem 
of inaccessibility in rough weather. 

That was in 1949. By then Coast 
Guard regulations covering obstruc- 
tions of lesser importance had set a 
fog signal requirement of ¥4 mile 
audibility. An electric vibratory horn 
was chosen, after numerous experi- 
ments, as most satisfactory from an 
initial investment and maintenance 
standpoint. Battery boxes which could 
accommodate sufficient batteries to 
allow one year of unattended service 
were provided. 
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The beginning in 1949 of the battle 
over Tidelands ownership drove many 
operators to leasing the inland bays. 
After thorough consideration the Coast 
Guard ruled all privately maintained 
obstructions in inland bay navigable 
waters must install and maintain a 
lantern or series of lanterns capable of 
emitting a red light visible one nauti- 
cal mile. 

Experiments with inexpensive equip- 
ment led to one conclusion—mounting 
maintenance costs on the equipment 
made reliability and not initial cost 
of prime importance. 

A 150-millimeter lens used with an 
0.46 ampere 6.2 volt lamp flashed 0.3 
second on and 0.7 second off was the 
solution. It was mounted on a battery 
box with batteries having a life ex- 
pectancy of one year. For areas with 
considerable marine air traffic a light 
visible from the air was developed. 

Submerged pipelines presented an- 
other problem—they had to be pro- 
tected from dragging anchors and un- 
authorized dredging. Permanent piling 
markers were run down and destroyed 
by slow maneuvering barge traffic, so 
buoy markers were developed. 

The buoy now in use will not rust 
or corrode in salt water, will not sink 
because it has no air compartments, 
and is extremely stable because its 
freeboard to draft ratio is 2-1. Its re- 
flective marking is visible up to two 
miles at night with a standard search- 
light and the fin area makes an excel- 
lent radar reflector. 

The Coast’ Guard did not require 
fog signals on platforms on inland bay 
locations, but they proved useful for 
crew boats to “home” on. For them, 
a diaphragm type horn using natural 
gas was developed. 


Settlement of the Tidelands dispute 
in 1953 shifted problems back out to 
sea. Instead of large platforms, some 
companies began leaving only a pro- 
tective caisson in place after com- 
pletion. 


New, smaller, and higher ampere 
hour batteries were developed to fit 
the smaller spaces. 


Locations were now as many as 110 
sea miles from the closest office of 
operations, so again reliability was the 
keynote. Servicing of aids to navigation 
was facilitated in some cases by heli- 
copter platforms on locations. 

During construction, platforms were 
protected by lights and fog signals on 
the attendant barge. If construction 
ended before a drilling barge was 
placed on location, a temporary self- 
contained light system was installed. 

After completion, Coast Guard reg- 
ulations required an automatic unit 


AUGUST, 1955 








capable of continuous unattended op- 
eration. Such units, now in use, have 
running equipment furnished in du- 
plicate, with provision for switchover 
from running to standby equipment in 
case of failure. An electro-mechanical 
fuel supply system—in duplicate— 
automatically feeds fuel oil to engines 
and compressors as required. Inter- 
locking automatic controls which allow 
either system to operate as running or 
standby, and an automatic annunciator 
panel which gives visual indication to 
a serviceman of reason for failure are 
included in the unit. 

A further refinement used during 
actual operations is intended for nei- 
ther merchant ship nor oil equipment 
protection. It’s strictly for the crew: 
When fog units must be located near 
the crew's quarters the horns are 
moved to a remote location and 
mounted on a stanchion. 


Acetylene lanterns were used as off- 
shore visible signals until abandoned 
because of danger of explosion. 
































or lanterns capable 


Drilling barges for inland bays are fitted with a a 
of emitting a red light visible one nautical mile. 









Oil platforms in the Gulf of Mexico are made ai s, rather than obstructions, 
to navigation with the addition of visible and audible signals. 









Lake Maracaibo 





A jacket of steel guide tubes is the key to erecting drilling platforms for 
Compania Shell de Venezuela on Lake Maracaibo, 





Compania Shell de Venezuela's 
normal 7,300-foot Eocene ex- 
ploitation wells average 20 days 
in drilling 


CSV's Operational Methods 


ORTY wells with an aggregate po- 

tential of over 50,000 barrels daily 
is the record of Compania Shell de 
Venezuela (CSV) in five years off- 
shore in Lake Maracaibo, Venezuela. 

Granted three blocks in the north- 
eastern quadrant of the lake in 1943, 
Shell began regular drilling in 1950— 
after a 12,106-foot prospector begun 
in 1945 blew out very large volumes 
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of hot salt water in 1947. By the end 
of 1953 the company had completed 
seven wells in Block I and three in 
Block II. In 1954, thirteen wells were 
completed, bringing the total in Block 
I to 20 wells and in Block II to three 
wells. 

Activity in mow concentrated in 
Block I, with the main objective the 
Concepcion group of oil bearing sand- 





stones of Eocene age. They occur as 
a series of lenticular beds, broken into 
structural blocks by faults. Secondary 
goals are accumulations in sands of 
the lower Lagunillas and La Rosa for- 
mations of Miocene age. 

Drilling normal Eocene exploitation 
wells to 7,300 feet averages 20 days, 
with completion thereafter taking six 
or seven days. 


= 
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On location the guide-tube jacket is lowered to the lake floor. Steel piles will be driven through tubes at each 


corner to the point of refusal. 


12 





OFFSHORE 











Large barge, small drilling platform, 
with anchors and winches to separate 
them rapidly in sudden squalls is Com- 
pania Shell de Venezuela’s solution 
to recurrent storms on Lake Mara- 
caibo. 


Lake depth in the area is 60 to 110 
feet. Wells are drilled from platforms 
on permanent piling, which also fur- 
nishes protection to the wellhead later. 
Violent and short duration squalls on 
Laka Maracaibo have led to putting as 
much equipment as possible on a 
drilling barge and using only a small 
platform. In rough weather the barge 
can be winched away on its anchors. 

Four vertical piles support an aver- 
age exploitation well in Block I. The 
piles are 24-inch diameter hollow steel 
tubes, with half-inch thick walls. They 
are driven to the floor of the lake 
through a jacket made of steel guide 
tubes, cross-braced to form a rigid 
structure. 

Assembled ashore, each jacket is 24 
feet square and of a length sufficient 
to protrude above water when posi- 
tioned on bottom. The jacket is trans- 
ported to site by barge, then lowered 
to rest on the lake floor and piles 
driven through the guide tubes. Driven 
to refusal, they average 100 feet pene- 
tration. 

Conductor casing strings of 30-inch 
and 20-inch diameter are driven at the 
center of the jacket. The 30-inch string 
goes below the level of soft mud but 
to a shallower depth than the piles. 
The 20-inch casing goes deeper than 
the piles to .prevent washing out 
around the bottom when drilling com- 
mences. 

After tops of the piles are trimmed 
off about 20 feet above water, they 
are capped and the drilling platform 
mounted on top. Annular space be- 
tween the guide tubes and the piles is 
then filled to provide a corrosion re- 
sistant sheath for the piles. Placing of 
the foundation completes the function 
of the jacket and further precautions 
against corrosion are not made. 

Exploration and appraisal wells may 
get special foundations, with either 
one or two additional piles driven 
diagonally at each corner to increase 
stability and load carrying capacity. 

In use the platform carries derrick, 
derrick floor, drawworks, rotary table 
and equipment for closing the blow- 
out preventer. A lower floor is sus- 
pended below the drilling floor to 
provide access to the blowout prevent- 
ers and, later, the Christmas tree. 

Drilling barges vary considerably in 
size and method of generating power. 
Apparently best suited to the opera- 
tion is a diesel powered barge 160 by 
80 feet with a draft of eight feet. 

The compartmented hull of the 
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barge provides storage for fuel, fresh 
water and drilling mud. Mud circu- 
lating pumps are usually in a central 
well within the hull. The top of the 
hull, forming a lower deck, carries 








































































vibrating screens, sand settling trap, 
mud ditches, delivery lines of the mud 
circulating system, and space for the 
storage of mud chemicals and weigh- 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Due to your increased patronage and calls... 


DELTA MARINE ELECTRIC COMPANY 


(Licensed Electrical Contractors) 


Announces the Opening of Our 


HARVEY BRANCH 


for faster service to you 
C. P. Boston, Branch Manager 


Peters Road Phone FI limore |-4338 Harvey, La. 
For Sale: . Wanted: 
10- 15- 20-30-50 4—200 HP D-C Motors 
HP 230 V D-C Motors 1—Dynamometer | to 5 HP 
& Controllers |—Balancing Machine up to 400 Ibs. 


Send us your list of Surplus Electrical Equipment 


DELTA MARINE ELECTRIC CO., INC. 


Telephone: VAlley 8881 Nights: LaGrange 5421 
2601 Chartres St. ; New Orleans, La. 
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Offshore Supply Vessel 


Specializes in Marine Transportation for the Oil industry drilling in the Gulf of Mexico. 


Our crew boats are all steel constructed and U. S. Coast Guard approved for carry- 
ing passengers for hire. 


Our Offshore Supply Vessels are classified with the American Bureau of Shipping 
and are U. S. Coast Guard approved for carrying freight for hire. 


P. O. Box 51 Phone FI 1-4450 Harvey, La. 
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Washington 
Seek Return Of Tidelands 


To Federal Government 


Senator Paul Douglas (D-Ill.) and 
17 other senators will seek to return 
tidelands acreage from the low-water 
mark to the three-mile line to the 
federal government. 

Basis of the action is wording in 
The Submerged Lands Act of 1953 
which reserved to the federal govern- 
ment all lands beyond the low-water 
line in which it has a “proprietary 
interest.” 

The Supreme Court had earlier held 
the United States had proprietary 
rights in all lands beyond the low- 
water mark. 





Canada 
Canada's Lake St. Clair 


Gets Second Prospector 


A second offshore wildcat in Lake 
St. Clair, Canada, has been spudded 
by Harold L. Strader of Houston. It is 
one of 10 exploratory tests which 
Strader will drill for Lake St. Clair 
Gasfields, Ltd. 

No. 2 Lake will correlate gravity 
meter work. No. 1 Lake, which topped 
reef formations at 1,500 feet and went 
to 3,000 feet, confirmed geophysical 
data. 

Strader, a Houston drilling contrac- 
tor, moved his drilling barge from 
the first to the second location in less 
than seven hours. The barge had 
originally been in transit 29 days from 
Houston to the lake, which is east of 
Detroit, Michigan. 

A third venture two miles west of 
the No. 1 Lake will test one of several 
anomalies known present under the 
100,000 acres of lake bottom. 


California 


Tidelands Drilling Bill 

Signed By Governor 

Signing of a new law by Governor 
Goodwin Knight of California may 
add impetus to offshore exploration 
in California. 

The bill legalizes drilling from plat- 
forms, earth-filled islands, and piers, 
as well as opens a considerable area 
to oil operators. Most of the land af- 
fected lies off the Southern California 
coast. 

The bill also withdraws from leas- 
ing tidelands areas adjacent to beach 
communities such as Santa Monica 
and Los Angeles. 


AUGUST, 1955 








The Capsized American Tidelands 101, shown here as 
it was being hoisted back on its sea legs, has been towed to dry dock for repairs. 

Lifting the ponderous drilling barge are the McDermott Derrick Barge 
No. 8 and the derrick barge Cairo, which belongs to the New Orleans Coal 
& Bisso Towboat Company. 


The $2 million American Tidelands drill barge capsized about two and 
one-half miles out in the Gulf, and about five miles off Grand Isle. All of the 
43 men on board escaped injury as the barge slowly tipped over and sank to 
the bottom, with only its steel side and pontoons remaining out of the water. 


Contract for repairing the mobile drilling unit has been awarded Alex- 
ander Shipyard of New Orleans, designers and builders of the American 
Tidelands 101. The drilling barge is expected to be back in service in late 
September or early November. 

















Bip offshore leasing records were 
set and Louisiana’s claim to acre- 
age between the three-mile and three- 
league lines suffered a serious set- 
back July 12 when bids were opened 
on underwater tracts off Louisiana 
and Texas. 


In Baton Rouge, the Louisiana 
State Minerals Board received not a 
single bid on 29 —— tracts it 
had offered. State officials admitted 
operators apparently feared they 
would not get their bonus checks 
back from the state if the federal 
government won ownership of the 
disputed acreage. An act of the leg- 
islature would be required to permit 
return of the funds. 

The Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment of the Department of the In- 
terior the same day opened 381 
bids on 121 of 210 tracts it had 
presented for lease. High bids for 
acreage off Louisiana totalled $100,- 
091,262. Tracts off Texas drew high 
bids totalling $8,437,461. About 100 
representatives of oil companies at- 
tended the New Orleans opening. 


The Louisiana high bid averaged 
$395.92 an acre, exceeding the per- 
acre bonuses offered in either of the 
federal government's earlier offshore 
sales. The first such sale, of lands 
off Louisiana, averaged $310 per 
acre. A second sale, for tracts off 
Texas, brought $344 per acre. 


The disputed area, which consti- 
tuted 11 per cent of the acreage of- 
fered, drew 4 percent of the bonus 
money. 

The recent sale also developed the 
highest bonus offer ever submitted 
to the federal government for a tide- 
lands lease. The CATC group— 
Continental Oil Company, Atlantic 
Refining Company, Tide Water As- 
sociated Oil Company, and Cities 
Service Production Company—bid 
in the 5,000-acre Block 198 tract, in 
the Ship Shoal area off Louisiana, for 
$7,527,000. Three other bids for 
more than $7 million each were of- 
fered for the same acreage, which is 
in about 100-foot water. 

In the disputed area, the highest 
bonus Bree rises Superior Oil Com- 
pany’s $1,425,000 for the north half 
of Block 35 in the Vermillion area. 

Only one bid was received on each 
of 21 tracts off Louisiana, and the 
same number went without competi- 
tion off Texas. 

Shell Oil Company was the only 
bidder on 15 Texas coastal tracts. 


16 





Bonuses For Federal Offshore Tracts 


CATC submits highest bonus ever offered for federal tidelands 
lease as new record is established for average bid per acre 


Area and Tract 


West Cameron Area 

Block No. 
Tract LA-200 66 E% of E% 
Tract LA-201 66 (Portion) 
Tract LA-202 67E% 
Tract LA-204 68 S% 
Tract LA-206 70N% 


East Cameron Area 
Block No. 
Tract LA-212 110 All 


Tract LA-214 111 S% 
Tract LA-217 125 N% 
Tract LA-218 125S% 


Tract LA-219 126N% 


Tract LA-220 126S% 


Tract LA-221 127 All 
Tract [A-222 128 All 
Tract LA-223 129N% 
Tract LA-224 129S% 
Tract LA-225 130 N% 
Tract LA-226 130S% 
Tract LA-229 148 E% 
Tract LA-230 148 W% 


Tract LA-231 149 E% 
Tract LA-232 149W% 


Tract LA-233 160 E% 
Tract LA-234 160 W% 
Tract LA-235 161 E% 


Tract LA-236 161E% 


Tract LA-242 166 W% 


Tract LA-243 167 E% 
Tract LA-244 167W% 


Vermillion Area 
Block No. 
Tract LA-248 35N% 


Tract LA-249 35S% 


Tract LA-258 46S% 
Tract LA-259 47N% 
Tract LA-263 56N% 
Tract LA-264 56S% 
Tract LA-266 57S% 
Tract LA-269 65N% 
Tract LA-270 65S% 


Tract LA-271 66N% 


Tract LA-272 66S% 


LOUISIANA 
Per 
Bidder Acre Bid 

The California Co...........$ 164.02 
Union Oi] Co. of Cal. 75.13 
Union Oil Co. of Cal. 75.05 
The Superior Oil Co. 44.40 
The Superior Oil Co. 106.40 
(Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 
(Gulf Refg. Co... 99.86 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind. 500.00 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind. 400.00 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind. 300.00 
(The Pure Oil Co. 
(The Ohio Oil Co. . 1,300.08 
(Sun Oil Co. 
(Seaboard Oil Co. 
(Continental Oil Co. 
(Cities Service Prod. Co. 
(The Atlantic Refg. Co... 1,504.80 
(‘Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 

Hunt Oil Co. 41.11 
Carolina Hunt Tr. Est. 400.00 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind. 400.00 
Roy Lee ........ 16.10 
Placid Oil Co. 71.10 
ie... 41.11 
Caroline Hunt Tr. Est. 20.51 
(Gulf Refg. Co. 125.77 
(Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 

Hunt Oil Co.___. w.---- 405.20 
(Gulf Refg. Co... 125.77 
(Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 

The California Co. _ 2,044.81 
The California Co. 1,777.01 
(Gulf Refg. Co..... 52.13 
(Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind... 1,400.00 
(Continental Oil Co. 
(Cities Service Prod. Co. 20.31 
(The Atlantic Refg. Co. 
(Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 

The California Co. 208.01 
The California Co. 27.01 
The Superior Oil Co. 570.00 
(Union Oil of Cal. 37.69 
(Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 

The Superior Oil Co. 1,102.00 
The Superior Oil Co. 305.60 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 82.84 
Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 23.19 
Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 37.69 
Phillips Offshore Oil Co. 60.00 
Phillips Offshore Oil Co. 300.00 
(The Pure Oil Co. 
(The Ohio Oil Co. 900.05 
(Sun Oil Co. 
(The Pure Oil Co. 
(The Ohio Oil Co. 1,300.06 


(Sun Oil Co. 


Total Bid 


205,025.00 

10,435.95 
187,623.45 
111,000.00 
265,000.00 


211,110.00 
1,250,000.00 
1,000,000.00 

750,000.00 


3,250,204.00 


3,762,000.17 


84,599.86 
33,069.58 
1,000,000.00 
40,250.00 
177,750.00 
102,775.00 
51,275.00 
314,440.00 


1,013,000.00 
314,440.00 


5,112,025.00 
4,442,525.00 
130,330.00 


3,600,000.09 


50,777.77 


520,025.00 
67,525.00 


1,425,000.00 
94,225.00 


2,755,000.00 
764,000.00 
207,100.00 
57,975.00 
94,225.00 
150,000.00 
750,000.00 


2,250,156.00 


3,250,155.00 


OFFSHORE 
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Pass $108 Million Total 


Area and Tract 


} Tract LA-273 
Tract LA-274 


67N% 
67S% 


Tract LA-276 68S% 


Tract LA-277 77N% 
Tract LA-278 77S% 
Tract LA-280 101S% 
Tract LA-281 102N% 


Tract LA-282 102S% 


Tract LA-283 103N% 
Tract LA-284 103S% 
Tract LA-285 104N% 
Tract LA-286 104S% 
Tract LA-287 105N% 


Eugene Island Area 
Block No. 
Tract LA-297 193 E% 
Tract LA-298 193 W% 
Tract LA-299 194 E% 
Tract LA-301 207 E% 


Tract LA-303 208 E% 


Tract LA-304 208 W% 


Tract LA-306 209 W% 
Tract LA-309 215 E% 


Tract LA-310 215 W% 
Tract LA-311 216E% 


Ship Shoal Area 
Block No. 


Tract LA-317 116E% 
Tract LA-318 116W% 
Tract LA-323 129 All 

Tract LA-332 138 E% 


Tract LA-333 138 W% 
Tract LA-334 139 E% 
Tract LA-335 139 W% 
Tract LA-340 176 All 


Tract LA-341 177 All 


Tract LA-342 178 All 
Tract LA-343 197 All 


Tract LA-344 198 All 


Tract LA-345 199 All 
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Per 
Bidder Acre Bid 
Union Oil Co. of Cal...$ 100.05 
Union Oil Co. of Cal. 250.05 

(Continental Oil Co. 

(Cities Serv. Prod. Co. 20.31 

(The Atlantic Refg. Co. 

(Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 
Phillips Offshore Oil Co. 500.00 
Union Oil Co. of Cal. 25.05 
Union Producing Co. 512.00 
The Superior Oil Co... 1,333.71 


(Continental Oil Co. 

(Cities Serv. Prod. Co. 1,093.93 
(The Atlantic Refg. Co. 

(Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 


Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 37.69 
Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 37.69 
The California Co. 52.01 
The California Co. 52.01 
(Union Producing Co. 33.00 
(Murphy Corporation 

(The Texas Co. 53.21 
(Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 

(The Texas Co. 53.21 
(Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 

Placid Oil Co... 15.52 
(The Texas Co. 1,300.19 


(Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 


(Continental Oil Co. 

(Cities Serv. Prod. Co. 1,711.11 
(The Atlantic Refg. Co. 

(Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 
(Continental Oil Co. 

(Cities Serv. Prod. Co. 2,076.80 
(The Atlantic Refg. Co. 

(Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 


(The Pure Oil Co. 


(The Ohio Oil Co. 60.06 
(Sun Oil Co. 

(The Texas Co. 400.19 
(Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 

Phillips Offshore Oil Co. 600.00 
(The Texas Co. 50.19 
(Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 

Shell Oil Co. 43.75 

Shell Oil Co... 39.66 

Gulf Refining Co. 19.00 
(Gulf Refg. Co. 407.06 
(Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 

Shell Oil Co. 16.80 

Shell Oil Co. ..- 1,800.12 

Shell Oil Co. 746.94 
(Gulf Refg. Co... 101.99 
(Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 

(The Texas Co. 250.21 
(Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 

The California Co. 26.01 

Roy Lee 21.55 
(Continental Oil Co. 

(Cities Serv. Prod. Co..... 1,505.40 
(The Atlantic Refg. Co. 

(Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 
(Continental Oil Co. 

(Cities Serv. Prod. Co. 807.00 


(The Atlantic Refg. Co. 
(Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 


Total Bid 


$ 250,123.45 
625,123.45 


50,777.77 
1,250,000.00 
62,623.45 


1,163,678.72 
3,050,000.00 


2,517,000.00 
94,225.00 
94,225.00 
130,025.00 


130,025.00 
82,510.00 


133,025.00 
133,025.00 
38,800.00 
3,250,475.00 


4,277,777.77 


5,192,017.17 


150,156.00 
1,000,475.00 


1,500,000.00 
125,475.00 


107,000.00 
97,000.00 
95,000.00 

1,017,660.00 


42,000.00 
3,334,000.00 
1,835,000.00 

509,990.00 


1,251,050.00 


130,050.00 
107,750.00 


7,527,000.00 


4,035,017.00 


It also offered the highest bonus 
received for any area off Texas— 
$1,019,520 for a 5,760-acre block. 

Tracts in the twilight zone which 
were bid upon drew an average of 
$131 per acre. Average per acre in 
the undisputed area was $436. 

Earlier, Louisiana had tried to 
prevent the federal sale by asking 
US. District Judge James W. Morris 
to forbid the leasing. Morris refused, 
on the ground it was not a question 
for his court, in the District of Co- 
lumbia, to decide. He suggested the 
request be taken to the Supreme 
Court. 

After the bidding State Minerals 
Board Chairman John Olvey of 
Shreveport reiterated, “if any com- 
pany that bid on a federal lease at- 
tempt to develop it we'll enjoin them 
in state court and sue them for tres- 
passing.” 

Both federal and state govern- 
ments had earlier threatened to 
prosecute operators who attempted 
to develop the tracts without a lease 
from their specific government. 


Jamaica 


Seismic Study Planned 
For Island's Tidelands 


One of three seismographic crews 
which are to be operating in Jamaica, 
British West Indies, by the end of the 
year will concentrate on tidelands ex- 
ploration. 

The crews are under contract to 
Base Metals Mining Corporation of 
Toronto, Canada, whose No. 1 Ja- 
maica, the first oil test ever drilled on 
the island, got shows of oil. It was on 
the western tip of the island. 

Base Metals has a 5,000,000-acre 
concession on the island. It includes 
the entire shelf region, and the Cay- 
man Islands area off the west tip. 

The Toronto firm is obligated to 
drill eight wells a year for two years. 


Louisiana 


Lafourche Gas-Distillate 

Field Opened By Sinclair 

A new Louisiana gas-distillate field 
off Lafourche Parish in the Gulf of 
Mexico has been opened by Sinclair 
Oil & Gas Company. Discovery is the 
No. 1 State Lease 2490, in Timbalier 
Bay Block 15 Area. 

It made 138 barrels of 55.2 gravity 
distillate plus 1,680,000 cubic feet of 
gas through a 16/64-inch choke and 
perforations from 11,986-996 feet. 
Flowing pressure was 4,300 pounds, 
shut-in pressure 4,600 pounds, Gas- 
liquid hydrocarbon ratio was 12,173-1. 

It bottomed at 13,756 feet. 

Loffland Brothers Drilling Company 
contracted the strike. te 
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PLATFORM 
CRANE 
SPECIALISTS 











New & Used Cranes for Platforms, 
Barges, etc. 


BOEHCK 


Engineering Co., Inc. 


Rental — Sales — Service 
IN HOUSTON IN BEAUMONT 
5806 Long Drive 4705 Port Arthur Rd. 
Phone OL-4-433! Phone 5-3495 








ANYWHERE! ANY TIME! 


STEPHENS 
DIESEL SERVICE 


Specializing in GM-71 
Sales & Service 


DISTRIBUTORS 


RELIABLE 
MARINE BATTERIES 








1631 Front Day — 3026 

P. O. Box Night — 2442 

or — 3567 

MORSAN CITY LOUISIANA 
NEW 


60’ CREWBOAT 











GM 6-71 TWIN eee 


$36, 000 “<i: 


GULF 
aaa Marine 


Corporation 
Warren, Rhode Island Tel. CHerry 5-8300 














Area and Tract 
South Timbalier Area 


Block No. 


Tract LA-346 
Tract LA-347 
Tract LA-348 
Tract LA-361 
Tract LA-353 
Tract LA-356 
Tract LA-357 
Tract LA-358 
Tract LA-359 
Tract LA-360 
Tract LA-362 
Tract LA-363 
Tract LA-364 
Tract LA-365 
Tract LA-366 
Tract LA-367 


24S% 
35 All 

50 All 

62S% 
63 S% 
715E% 
75 W% 
76 E% 
76W'% 
85 N% 
86N% 
86S% 
87N% 
87S% 

97 E% 
97 W% 


Tract LA-368 98 E% 


Tract LA-369 98W'% 


Grand Isle Area 


Block No. 


Tract LA-370 38 All 


Galveston Area 


Block No. 


Tract TEX-41 240 All 
Tract TEX-42 421 All 
Tract TEX-43 253 All 
Tract TEX-44 255N% 


High Island Area 


Block No. 


Tract TEX-50 A-69 All 


Tract TEX-52 A-71 All 
Tract TEX-53 A-72 All 
Tract TEX-54 A-73 All 
Tract TEX-55 A-74 All 


Tract TEX-56 A-75S% 


Tract TEX-57 A-76 All 
Tract TEX-58 A-77 All 
Tract TEX-59 A-78 All 
Tract TEX-60 A-79 All 
Tract TEX-61 A-80 All 
Tract TEX-63 A-82 All 


Tract TEX-64 A-75 All 
Tract TEX-66 A-97 All 


Tract TEX-67 A-98 All 

Tract TEX-68 A-99 All 

Tract TEX-69 A-100 All 
Tract TEX-70 A-101 All 
Tract TEX-71 A-102 All 
Tract TEX-72 A-103 All 
Tract TEX-73 A-104 All 
Tract TEX-74 A-105 All 
Tract TEX-75 A-106 All 


Bidder 


The California Co. . 
Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 


Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 


The California Co. _. 
The California Co. 
Shell Oil Co. _ 

The California Co. 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 
Shell Oil Co. 

Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 
Phillips Offshore Oil Co. 
The California Co. 
The California Co. 
Caroline Hunt Tr. Est. 
(Gulf Refg. Co. 
(Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 
(Gulf Refg. Co. 
(Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 
(Seaboard Oil Company 
(Pan American Prod. Co. 
(Anderson-Prichard Oil 


Per 
Acre Bid 


$ 33.53 
18.12 
18.12 
26.01 

1,800.01 
559.75 
536.64 
104.40 
853.60 

17.24 
1,468.00 
200.00 
48.01 
26.01 
18.20 
63.55 


65.09 


16.67 


(Union O. & G. Corp. La. 


(Continental Oil Co. 
(Cities Serv. Prod. Co. 
(The Atlantic Refg. Co. 


22.07 


(Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 


TEXAS 


Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 


Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 


Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 
Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 


(The Pure Oil Co. 
(The Ohio Oil Co. 
(Sun Oil Co. 
(Seaboard Oil Co. 
Shell Oil Co... 

Shell Oil Co... 

Shell Oil Co..... 
Shell Oil Co..... 
(The Pure Oil Co. 
(The Ohio Oil Co..... 
(Sun Oil Co. 
(Seaboard Oil Co. 
Shell Oil Co. 

Shell Oil Co.... 
Shell Oil Co. 

Shell Oil Co... 

Shell Oil Co.... ae 
(The Pure Oil Co......... 
(The Ohio Oil Co. 
(Sun Oil Co... ee 
(Seaboard Oil Co. 


Shell Oil Co... 
Shell Oil Co... 
Shell Oil Co.. 
Shell Oil Co..... 
Shell Oil Co... 
Shell Oil Co... 
Shell Oil Co... 
Shell Oil Co. 
Shell Oil Co. 


58.01 
158.01 
158.01 

58.01 


20.04 


17.50 
43.00 
17.50 
93.62 


40.07 


17.50 
137.00 
22.00 
43.00 
17.50 
40.04 


20.04 
20.04 


43.00 
127.00 
43.00 
22.00 
17.50 
43.00 
177.00 
43.00 
17.50 





Total Bid 


$ 36,025.00 
90,600.00 
90,600.00 
65,025.00 

4,550,025.00 
1,356,000.00 
1,300,025.00 
261,000.00 
2,134,000.00 
43,100.00 
3,670,000.00 
500,000.00 
120,025.00 
65,025.00 
45,500.00 
158,880.00 


158,880.00 


40,214.20 


100,217.17 


334,137.60 
910,137.60 
910,137.60 
167,068.80 


115,404.00 


100,800.00 
247,680.00 
100,800.00 
539,280.00 


115,404.00 


100,800.00 
789,120.00 
126,720.00 
247,680.00 
100,800.00 
230,604.00 


115,404.00 
115,404.00 


247,680.00 
732,520.00 
247,680.00 
126,720.00 
100,800.00 
247,680.00 

1,019,520.00 
247,680.00 
100,800.00 
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Kerr-McGee Gets Fourth 
Oil Field In Main Pass 


Kerr-McGee Oil Industries, Inc., has 
opened its fourth oil field in the Main 
Pass and Breton Sound areas off Pla- 
quemines Parish, Louisiana. Its No. 
1-A State Lease 1268, in the Main 
Pass Block 47 Area, was finaled for 
a daily flowing potential of 187 bar- 
rels of 30.2 gravity oil. 

Flow was through a 10/64-inch 
choke and perforations between 8,192- 
201 feet and 8,212-18 feet. 

The strike is on an 11,666-acre tract 
in Blocks 47, 52, and 53. 

A confirmation test, south of the 
discovery, will be in Block 52. It is 
the No. 1-C South Lease 1272-Block 
De: 


Gas-Distillate Discovery 
Completed By Pure Oil 


A new gas-distillate discovery in 
Vermillion Area Block 42 off Vermil- 
lion Parish, Louisiana, has been com- 
pleted by The Pure Oil Company at 
its No. 1-C State Lease 1091. 

It was shut in for state potential 
after a calculated absolute open flow 
of 12,000,000 cubic feet of gas per 
day, plus 10 barrels of distillate per 
million cubic feet of gas. Flow was 
through perforations between 8,752- 
60 feet, and 8,772-78 feet, Flowing 
pressure was 3,443 pounds. 


Texas 


Offshore Drilling Specialty 


Of New Fort Worth Firm 

FORT WORTH —A $2,500,000 
Delaware corporation which will spe- 
cialize in contract-drilling offshore in 
the Gulf of Mexico has been set up 
here. 

It is Coral Drilling Company, Inc., 
headed by Ted Weiner as president. 
Weiner is managing partner of Texas 
Crude Oil Company, Fort Worth. 

A barge which together with the 
rig will cost slightly in excess of 
$2,000,000 has already been designed 
by Friede & Goldman, New Orleans 
naval architects. It is a self-stabilizing 
elevated-deck type, capable of operat- 
ing in 60 feet of water. 

The company expects to begin drill- 
ing by May, 1956. 


Firm Plans $25 Million 


Outlay in Gulf, Louisiana 


A limited partnership which plans 
to spend a minimum of $25 million 
the next three to five years in develop- 
ing properties in the Gulf of Mexico 
and South Louisiana has been formed 
by San Jacinto Petroleum Corporation 
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and John W. Mecom. 

Styled Mecom Petroleums, it will 
maintain offices in New Orleans and 
Houston. As general partner Mecom 
will be operator of the properties. 

He has conveyed to the partnership 
his production and acreage in the 
Block 45 field in the Gulf of Mexico 
off Cameron Parish, as well as in the 
West Delta Farms, Crescent Farms, 
Hollywood, and Black Bayou fields in 
South Louisiana. 

B. G. Martin is president of the 
San Jacinto Petroleum Corporation. 

Both firms have offices in Houston 
and will operate in other areas as they 
have in the past. 
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Model $S-80 Accumulator 
(Remote Location) 


Model T-412-HD 
(Derrick Floor) 


"Mr. Gus" Ventures 13 Miles 
Off Texas for New Record 


Deepest water drilled in by a porta- 
ble unit as well as first venture by any 
company beyond 60-foot-deep water 
off the Texas coast is a record soon to 
be made by C. G. Glasscock Drilling 
Company’s Mr. Gus. 

On location for Atlantic Refining 
Company and Tide Water Associated 
Oil Company, Mr. Gus will go into 
Gulf water 81 feet deep 13 miles from 
the Texas coast. 

Location is in Federal Block 726, 
with a slated depth of 12,000 feet. 


KOOMEY 


Blowout Preventer 


CLOSING UNITS 


and 
“Power Packaged” 


ACCUMULATORS 





“R 


is 


The Most Dependable Protection Available 
for Today's Drilling Rigs! 


———-CHECK THESE FEATURES — — — —— 


Write Today 
for 

NEW | @ 
CATALOG, 
Giving 
Complete Details | 





1719 Preston Ave. ® CA 5-5341 
P.O. Box 1637 . 
Houston, Texas 


@ Two to four independent double-acting 
pumps in each unit. 


GREASE or oil may be used in closing unit 
to operate rams of blowout preventer. 


@ 3000 p.s.i. Accumulators in 30 to 100- 
gallon sizes. 


@ Remote controls. 


STEWART & STEVENSON 
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 


MANUFACTURERS & DISTRIBUTORS 


KOOMEY BLOWOUT PREVENTERS 
CLOSING AND TESTING UNITS 
2 
HYDRO-PNEUMATIC ACCUMULATORS 
a 
GREER PULSE-DAMPENERS FOR 
SLUSH PUMPS 
e 
DRILLING RIG LUBRICATION 
SYSTEMS 
o 
AIR JAMMERS 





A production platform in the Eugene Island area. Gathering facilities will eventually include a central separator 
group, with living quarters at sea for twenty-four men. 


Longest Undersea Pipeline Completed 


HE longest undersea pipeline in 

the world has been completed, and 
final piping work and connections are 
being made 48 miles off the coast of 
Louisiana in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The 12-inch line, laid by Brown & 
Root, Inc., of Houston, Texas, con- 
nects the Eugene Island Block 126 
and 45 fields to Burns Terminal on 
the coast of St. Mary Parish. The line 
is expected to be in use about Sep- 
tember 1. 

The MCN group—Magnolia, Con- 
tinental and Newmont—is installing 
another unique feature for its new 


Coating is extended over a weld area, 
as one of the last sections of pipe is 
prepared for lowering from the lay 
barge to the ocean floor. 
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® Main line will initially have two-phase flow, with pong | of 
12,000 barrels of oil and 10.5 million cubic feet of gas 


aily 


® Central offshore separator station nearly complete and 48- | 
mile submarine pipeline will be in operation by September 


gathering system. A central separator 
station will be situated in the Block 
126 field. It will be complete with a 
50-ft. x 100-ft. oil storage platform, 
94-ft. x 136-ft. separator platform, 
44-ft. x 87-ft. living quarters plat- 
form, and a 72-ft. x 141-ft. pump and 
compressor platform. 

The installation is virtually com- 
plete, and will mark the first time that 
oil pumps and compressors of the size 
have been set on permanent structures 
so far from shore in the Gulf. 

Two-phase flow . . . The main line 
will initially have a two-phase flow, 
with eventually separate lines for oil 
and gas. Under two-phase flow the 
current line has an estimated capacity 
of 12,000 barrels of oil and 10.5 mil- 
lion cubic feet of gas daily. Ultimate 
capacity of the oil line would be 
60,000 barrels per day, with a pres- 
sure of 1,000 psi at the starting point. 

The 48-mile pipeline was buried 
along its entire length after discovery 
of a marine borer in the Block 126 
area. The undersea ‘termites’ could 


Even at sea the route of a pipeline 
must be surveyed. “Sight” is being 
taken from the lay barge. Note the 
drilling platform m the background. 
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Dimensions: 


110’ class 
9.5’ moulded depth 
22.2’ wide 


Power: 


Two 6-110 GM 
diesel engines 


Speed: 


Cruising speed of 
12 mph 

Auxiliaries: 

Two 22-kva (110- 
20) a-c gen- 
erators 

Two 2-in. bilge 
pumps 

12” 1000-watt 
incandescent 
searchlight 

Depth recorder 

Ship-to-shore phone 

6-in. Constellation 
compass 


Appliances: 

All electric—stove, 
refrigerator, 
deep-freeze, 
wa'er heater, 
water fountain 


Accommodations: 
Four above deck 
Fifteen below deck 
Cargo Hold: 
42’ x 22’ x 7’ 
Construction: 
All-steel 
5/16” shell 
5/16” deck plating 
3/16” super- 
structure 
Tonnage: 
164.38 tons 
registered gross 
129 tons 
registered net 








BURTON : BUILT... 
For the OFFSHORE OIL 
INDUSTRY 






The WILDCAT 


This 110’ class all-steel utility craft was designed, engineered and constructed especially for offshore duty. Powered 
with two 6-110 GM diesel engines, the WILDCAT has a cruising speed of 12 mph, and is ideally suited for 
exploration work—or for use as a crew-cargo vessel, transferring oilfield personnel and supplies. 


The WILDCAT is typical of the fine craftsmanship and "know-how" that goes into every Burton-built boat. 
MAKE SURE YOURS IS BUILT BY BURTON! 


Marine Railway - Propeller Reconditioning Shop 


P. O. Box 1712 Phone 2-6496 


NSTRUCTION & INC 
IPBUILDING CO. ‘ 


PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 








126,000 POUNDS OF WATER = ror 550 pounds of ruet 


Fantastic odds, but true. Yes, that is the amount of pure fresh water two MECO Model PD300K Diesel 
Powered Thermocompression Distillation units will produce from sea water every 24 hours, while consuming 
a mere bagatel of fuel. The figure given is actual field output, in typical offshore service, with minimum 
attention. Maximum output is higher. 


The manufacture of rugged, heavy duty, dependable distillation equipment has been the principal out- 
put of our plant for many years; it is not a sideline with us. The next time you visit an offshore tender or 
structure, ask "the man" what they do for water—and how do they like their MECO distillation units? 


With experienced service engineers, and complete 
parts stock, available right in New Orleans, owners 
and operators of MECO units have been able to 
completely remove water from the list of critical items 
requiring constant attention. Just think: transportation 
of water, which weighs more than all other supplies 
combined, can be eliminated at one stroke! 


If you are planning an offshore operation, why not 
get in touch with us for full information and details. 


Mechanical Equipment Co., Inc. 
861 Carondelet St. New Orleans, La. 
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MARINE SERVICE CO. 


BOAT RENTALS 


EXPLORATION - PRODUCTION 


R. L. "Red" Shibley 
HOmestead 5-4122 


1702 Longacre Drive 
Houston, Texas 


J. D. "Johnny" Wiech 
HOmestead 5-5480 











FOR SALE 


65-foot steel boat. Twin screw 6-110 GM's. Built August, 
1953. 


freeze, 100-w radio. 


Accommodations for 8 men. Refrigerator, deep 


75-foot steel boat. Twin engine 6-71 GM's. Presently en- 


gaged in seismograph work. Excellent condition. 


Berwick Boat Rentals, Inc. 


1501 Front Street Morgan City, La. 


Phone: 2230 — Day 
2353 — Night 








22 





bore into concrete, but could not live 
below the silt line. 

Central separator group . . . Plat- 
forms for the central gathering sta- 
tion, with the exception of the living 
quarters platform, are made of pre- 
stressed concrete. The concrete tem- 
plets and piling were fabricated in the 
Morgan City area, and barged to sea 
for erection. The living quarters plat- 
form is a steel drilling platform de- 
clared obsolete. 

The platforms are connected with 
a system of bridges to give a clearance 
of approximately 80 feet between 
structures and bridge junctures, thus 
minimizing danger in case of fire or 
unforeseen damage. 

First well . . . The Eugene Island 
area got its first oil well in April, 
1950, with completion of a test by 
Magnolia Petroleum Company, now 
operator for the MCN group. 

Production had reached an approxi- 
mate peak of 6,000 barrels of oil per 
day by February of this year. The spe- 
cial gathering facilities were proposed 
after it became evident that barging 
of oil to shore was undesirable be- 
cause of the high cost per barrel and 
weather interruptions. Offshore stor- 
age cost limited storage installations 
to two 5,000 barrel tanks, and pro- 
duction curtailment because of bad 
weather ran as high as 20 to 25 percent. 

The engineering study which led to 
the present facilities began early in 
1952. 


Continental Oil Company 
Test Completed As Strike 


Continental Oil Company has com- 
pleted its No. 1 State Lease 2551 as 
an oil discovery in the West Delta 
Block 56 Area off Plaquemines Parish 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 

It made 267 barrels of 36.1 gravity 
oil daily flowing through a 10/64-inch 
choke and perforations between 10,- 
857-862 feet. Flowing pressure was 
2,050 pounds, shut-in pressure in an 
unreported time 3,050 pounds. Gas- 
oil ratio was 1,248-1. 

There was no formation water. 


Humble Oil Receives Three 
Sikorsky S-55 Helicopters 


BRIDGEPORT, Conn.—Recent de- 
livery of three Sikorsky S-55 helicop- 
ters to Humble Oil & Refining Com- 
pany of Houston brings to nine the 
number of S-55’s sold for offshore 
operations in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Humble will base them at Grand 
Isle, La. 

Other companies using S-55’s in- 
clude The California Company, Con- 
tinental Oil Company, and Gulf Oil 
Corporation. 


OFFSHORE 





Engineering Design of 


Offshore Mobile Drilling Units 


by RICHARD J. HOWE 
Shell Oil Company 


lil—-Wind Forces* 


— magnitude of wind forces acting on offshore mobile 
units has been the subject of considerable controversy. 
Although the experts often differ by a factor or two there 
is a great deal of information available on these forces 
which can be applied to mobile designs if for no better 
reason than to compare them one against the other. 


Wind forces become increasingly important as the water 
depth becomes greater. Based upon present-day theory, the 
total lateral wave forces reach a maximum value somewhere 
between 60 and 80 feet and even tend to decrease in water 
deeper than that. However, the overturning moments due 
to wind continue to increase up to a point where they 
become greater than the wave moments. 


In general, there are two methods being used to deter- 
mine the total wind force on a mobile unit. One method 
is to use an average pressure applied to the total projected 
area. In this case, most designers use a value of 40 pounds 
per square foot for a 125-miles-per-hour wind. Another 
method, which is potentially more accurate, is to use one 
value for flat surfaces and another for circular members. 
However, the values for flat surfaces, depending upon the 
designer, vary from 40 to 62.5 pounds per square foot, 
and values vary from 20 to 40 pounds per square foot for 
circular members for a 125-miles-per-hour wind. 


Some wind-tunnel tests will have to be made in order 
to determine the magnitude of wind pressures more accu- 
rately for simple structural members, together with the 
shielding effects present when the individual members are 
combined into a structure. 


Another unknown factor in evaluating wind forces is 
how much additional force may be caused by water en- 
trained in the air. This entrained water can originate from 
rain or from water being picked up from the sea. A rapid 
calculation will show that, for even the heaviest rainfall, 
the additional density cased by the rain is negligible so 
the sea water would probably be the more important factor. 


The effect of entrained water will have to be determined 
from force measurements made during an actual hurricane. 


It should be mentioned that the forces exerted by humid 
air where the water is in vapor form are actually less than 
those by dry air because the molecular weight of water 
is less than that of air. 

*Excerpt from a paper presented by Mr. Howe before the 


Offshore Session of the API Southwestern District Meet- 
ing in New Orleans, March, 1955. 
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When calculating the wind forces on a mobile unit it 
is usually desirable to know the magnitude for various 
directions of approach. This can best be done by plotting 
a polar diagram of wind forces for different wind velocities, 
as shown in Figure 7. In this diagram, the light circular 
lines represent equal wind force or moment values and 
the heavy lines indicate the force for various wind velocities 
and directions of approach ranging through 360 degrees. 


In the case illustrated by the figure, the force is a maxi- 
mum when the wind approaches about 20 degrees off of 
broadside and it is more than twice as great as the force 
for an endwise approach. A representative value of this 
maximum force for a typical mobile unit would be on the 
order of 300 kips for a 125-miles per hour wind. 
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Fig. 7 -- Polar Wind-Force or Moment 
Diagram for a Typical Mobile Unit 
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Whether you need a mahogany 
34% steering wheel or a mile of rope in 
; a hurry, Texas Marine & Industrial 


i f Supply Company is ready — 24 
Lo hours a day—to supply those 
needs. 


Our large inventory covers all your needs, whether you're looking 
for American Brand Rope, C-O-Two Fire Equipment, Perko Ma- 
rine Lamps and Hardware, International Marine Paint, Kapok 
Life Preservers and Floats, Safety Tools or any other marine 
item. 

Call the Southwest's largest, most complete marine supply house 
for any-and-all marine supplies . . . and for fast, conscientious 
service. 


TEXAS MARINE & INDUSTRIAL 


SUPPLY CO. 


Wholesale Marine & Industrial Supplies 
HOUSTON 8106 Harrisburg Blvd. GALVESTON 
WA 6-177! HOUSTON, TEXAS 5-8311 





Do your needs call for 





immediate action? 
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. . . DIRECTED THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THIS BOAT 


Built by Consolidated Ship Yard, Inc., of Corpus Christi, Texas, 
this powerful, rugged crew-cargo boat, GUS Ill, is tailor-made 
for. the Gulf operations of the C. G. Glasscock Tidelands Oil 
Co. — pioneers in offshore drilling. 


Crew Boats — Tugs — Towboats — Barges — Steel Fabrication 


Powered with two 6-110 GM diesel engines, the Gus Ill is built 
to go out and stay out—in any kind of weather. It is extremely 
seaworthy, and its cruising speed of 14 knots makes it ideal for 
transporting rig personnel, fuel, water and other supplies to off- 
shore drilling sites. 


Complete Repair Facilities — Wood and Steel 


200 Ton Vertical Lift Dry Dock 


Consolidated Ship Yard. Ine. 


NAVIGATION BOULEVARD 


CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 


P. O. Box 802 
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Mobile Units And Tenders 
Gulf Coast Area 


Mobile Rigs In Operation 


OWNER 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Barnsdall-Hayward Design, 
13’ x 54’ x 160’, with two 
13’ x 14’ x 110’ pontoons 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Hayward-Wolff Design, 
18%’ x 72’ x 140’ with 
two 13%’ 
pontoons 


Ocean Drilling & Exploration 
Company 
Hayward-Laborde Design, 
14’ x 74’ x 220’, with 10’ x 
30’ x 50’ pontoons (2) 
California Company 
11’ x 60’ x 140’, with four 
3’ x 10’ x 35’ pontoons 


The Offshore Company 
DeLong Design, 8%’ x 
70’ x 203’ with 12 6’ dia. 
caissons 

The Offshore Company 
DeLong Design, 13%’ x 
117’ x 220’, with 14 6’ dia. 
caissons 

American Tidelands, Inc. 
Alexander Shipyard De- 
sign, 12’ x 74’ x 200’ with 
four pontoons 

C. G. Glasscock Drilling Co. 
oe Design, 15’ x 
80’ x 225 

Ocean Drilling & 

Exploration Company 
Hayward-Laborde 
10’ x 120’ x 180’ 


Penrod Drilling Company 
Levingston Design, 10’ x 
72’ x 220’, drydock with 
rig in place 


x 138% x 140’ 


Design 


(Continued on page 36) 








Name 
Rig 40 17-18’ 
Rig 44 29’ 


“Mr. Charlie” 22’ 


S-44 


Mobile Unit 
No. 1 


Mobile Unit 44’ 
No. 2 


“163” 


“Mr. Gus” 40’ 


“John Hayward” 24’ 


20’ 


Water Depth 


Present Status 


On CATC location, Block 
55, West Delta area 


Drilling for Forest Oil Co., 
Block 4, East Cameron 


Drilling for Shell, Block 
30, South Pass Area 


South Pass, Louisiana 


Leased to Humble, at 
Grand Isle 


Drilling for Pure, Roll- 
over, C-1 


Capsized, sunk about 24 
miles off Grand Isle, La 


Drilling for Shell, Port 
Aransas, Texas 


Drilling for Shell, Block 
16, Cameron area 


Leased to Phillips, drilling 
Union & Kerr-McGee 
Well, Block 52, Main Pass 
Area 


This 780-foot pier, stretching out into the rolling surf, was built by U.S. Oil 
of Louisiana and Texas to service drilling operations in the Cameron, 
Louisiana area. 
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A PROVEN DESIGN . . 





FOR EXTRA POWER 
AND PERFORMANCE 


Built for Felix Bruney, of Aransas Pass, 
Texas, the 38- foot ALINE B has a cruis- 
ing speed of 24 mph—and packs power 
and performance into a fast, rugged hull 
design that is winning wide popularity 
in the marine oil fields. 

For auxiliary floating equipment 

of any kind, write, wire or call: 


MARINE 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


J. M. Dilsaver, Jr. 
Phone 3604 Patterson, La. 








corn 





MARSH-EQUIPMENT CO. 
6317 Franklin Ave. 
New Orleans, La. 
Large Marsh Buggies 
P. C. C. Track Buggies 
Amphibious Excavators 
Pontoons, Flats, Boats 
Ditching Machine, Plows 
Office Phone FAirview 7938 
CRescent 357! 











THE PACER! 


oy 


Jj & R Marine, Inc.'s new 45-foot crew- 
boat, now working for The California 
Company out of Venice, La. 


Powered by two GM 6-71 diesel engines, 
this Gulf Master designed crewboart 
cruises at 25 knots, carries 28 seated 
passengers. 

Yor offshore boat service, call: 


G. Jack Faulkner Reuben C. Pace 
J & R Marine, Inc. 


Phone Fi Ilmore 1-5894 Harvey, La. 
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INDUSTRY PERSONALITIES .... . In the News 





Houston Control of CIA 
Elects Hughes President 


R. Hersel Hughes, controller for 
John W. Mecom, Houston independ- 
ent oil operator, heads the slate of of- 
ficers elected this month by the Hous- 
ton Control of the Controllers Institute 
of America. 

Vice presidents-elect are Joseph R. 
Imber, secretary and treasurer for Fish 
Engineering Corporation; and A. L. 
Elliott, vice president and assistant 


comptroller of Southern Minerals Cor- 
poration, Corpus Christi. New secre- 
tary-treasurer is Charles L. Cunning- 
ham, secretary and assistant treasurer 
of Western Natural Gas Company. 


Creole Names Summers 
To Production Position 

Newly appointed administrative as- 
sistant in the Production Department, 
Caracas, of Creole Petroleum Corpo- 
ration is Lloyd A. Summers. 





Twenty-Two For Twenty Grand! 


Twenty Grand Towing Company operates 
twenty-two offshore vessels .. . including 
seven big, powerful self-propelled barges like 
the 125-foot ACADIA, pictured above. 


Built by Burton Construction & Shipbuilding 

Company, the ACADIA has a length overall of 125 feet, 
a beam of 30 feet and depth of 9 feet. Powered with twin 
tandem 6-110 GM diesel engines, supplied by Kennedy 
Marine Engine Company of Biloxi, Miss., the ACADIA 
has a speed of 14 mph. Certified to carry 500 

tons of liquid or dry cargo, her arrangement offers 

the utmost in efficiency for marine oilfield hauling. 


Twenty Grand has the boat for Your job. 


TWENTY GRAND TOWING CO. 


P. O. Box 232 
MORGAN CITY 


Telephone: 5033 - 3811 
LOUISIANA 
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Pan American Production 
Promotes Johnson, Bell 

Kenneth J. Johnson has been pro- 
moted to the position of senior geolo- 
gist for the South Louisiana headquar- 
ters of Pan American Production Com- 
pany at Lafayette, La. 

John W. Bell, associate geophysicist 
of the Houston office, has been trans- 
ferred to Lafayette and promoted to 
geophysicist. 


Tide Water Executive 
Attends Cornell Course 


Thomas G. Kelliher, exploration 
manager for the southern division of 
Tide Water Associated Oil Company, 
is attending the executive development 
course at Cornell University, Ithaca, 
N. Y. The six-week session started 
July 6. It is planned to broaden knowl- 
edge of administrative processes. 


Creole Transfers Pantin 
As Heyl Goes To Australia 


Creole Petroleum Corporation re- 
cently announced transfer of Jose H. 
Pantin to the post of supervisor of 
surface geology, geological depart- 
ment, at Caracas, Venezuela. He re- 
places G. R. Heyl, who has accepted 
a position as exploration manager for 
Standard Vacuum Oil Company in 
Melbourne, Australia. 


Portillo Replaces Tarbes 
As Labor Relations Head 


Dr. Caracciolo Portillo has replaced 
Jack Tarbes as Labor Relations supet- 
visor for the Caracas District of Creole 
Petroleum Corporation. Tarbes has 
been assigned to another position. 


Creole Petroleum Announces 
Comptroller Appointments 

Two new appointments for the 
Comptroller's Department, Caracas, of 
Creole Petroleum Corporation have 
been announced. 

Walter M. Turnbull, Jr., is new act- 
ing supervisor of the Procedures Sec- 
tion. Acting chief auditor of the de- 
partment is Robert W. Zimmerman, Jr. 


Oilwell Drilling Contractors 
Choose Whaley As President 

C. F. Whaley, of Chet Whaley Well 
Servicing Company, Houston, has been 
elected president of the American As- 
sociation of Oilwell Drilling Contrac- 
tors. He fills the unexpired term of 
J. V. Dunbar, who died June 5. 

Whaley was national vice president 
of the Association. 
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Metz To Manage Shell Oil 
Houston Area Exploration 


M. S. Metz is new manager of Shell 
Oil Company's Houston area explora- 
tion department, E. D. Cumming, vice 
president, has announced. 

Metz replaces Sherwood Buckstaff, 
who has been assigned to the compa- 
ny’s head office exploration staff in 
New York. Buckstaff will remain in 
Houston on special assignment. 


Shell Appoints R. V. Lahr 
Head of New Department 


R. V. Lahr heads the newly created 
Field Operations Department of Shell 
Pipe Line Corporation, 

The new department interprets op- 
erating statistics, develops methods 
leading to operating economies, nego- 
tiates utility agreements, and adminis- 
ters auto equipment and aircraft use 
policies. 


John M. Clark Appointed 
Creole Building Supervisor 


John M. Clark has been named 
supervisor of the Building Services 
Group of Creole Petroleum Corpora- 
tion's Caracas District in Caracas, 
Venezuela. 


Shirker New Assistant 
Personnel Supervisor 


Creole Petroleum Corporation has 
named Harry A. Shirker as acting as- 
sistant personnel supervisor of its Or- 
ganization and Procedures Section, 
Caracas, Venezuela. 


Ralph Dale Is Appointed 
To New Creole Position 


Creole Petroleum Corporation's 
newly created post of Supervisor, Com- 
munity Integration Section, has been 
filled with the appointment of Ralph 
L. Dale. The section is part of the 
Industrial Relations Department at 
Caracas, Venezuela. 


Feldman Plans Operations 
In Europe and Middle East 


D. D. Feldman Oil & Gas Company 
has opened an office in Paris, France, 
for the purpose of exploration in Eu- 
rope and the Middle East. 

The new office is located at No. 6 
Avenue Franklin Roosevelt, with 
Roger Henquet in charge. Henquet, a 
graduate petroleum engineer and ge- 
ologist, set up and started operations 
in Houston for the Schlumberger Cor- 
poration. 
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ARNOLD V. WALKER SHIPYARD 

paces progress in offshore construction 
This 135-ft. supply ship, the first of four being built by the Arnold V. Walker 
Shipyard for Sea Service, Inc., will be a distinguished addition to the offshore 
fleet . . . Experience plus engineering and designing ability enables the Arnold 


V. Walker Shipyard to build anything for offshore use. If you are interested in one 
shipyard that can handle all your construction problems .. . call us! 


ARNOLD V. WALKER SHIPYARD 


Tugs, Towboats, Barges, Dredges, Repairs, Marine Railway 
Phone 1190 PASCAGOULA, MISS. P. O. Box 352 











UNUSED 
STEEL WATERTIGHT DOORS 


Some 6 Dog— 
Some 8 Dog 


Complete with frames and 
gaskets 


SIZES: 24" x 30" 
24" x 36" 
26" x 45" 


INGRAM SUPPLY CO. 


1313 Gulf Street Phone 2-3400 





Beaumont, Texas 














SALES & SERVICE 
“Bend 


Apelor 


; . DECCA 
The Gulf Coast area's largest distributor of Marine 


Electronic equipment—specifically designed to meet the 
requirements of the OFFSHORE industry. 


Gi ull Raditelyrhone uc. 





WALN UT 
3-!1618 


BOX 18075 HOUSTON 23, TEXAS 


2524 SUTHERLAND STREET 























oil company. 


The Gulfport Shipbuilding Corporation builds many 
types of fine marine equipment for the oil industry... 
derrick barges, tugs, dredges, cargo barges, drilling 
platforms, crew boats and fast, rugged cruisers for 


the inshore oilfields. 


Whatever your problem, you are in capable hands at 


Gulfport. 


No. 403 of a Series 


..+A drilling platform built by Gulfport for a major 


“On the Highway to Offshore Drilling” 


GULFPORT 


Jalid-1e11 9°11) (Ceeae) dle) 7. uile), | 








P. O. Box 1179 
Phone 2-6486 


Port Arthur, Texas 











Pre | 
Trerich~Jordan and White 


ishing Tool Service, Inc. : 


Wea 





HARVEY, LOUISIANA 


Phones: Filmore 1-1644 
Filmore 1-1645 
Filmore 1-1646 








LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA 


Phones: HEmlock 9-942 
HEmlock 9-9422 
HEmlock 9-9423 


“We Appreciate Your Business” 








Contr 





Peters Road 








act Feeding & Housekeeping 


for 
®@ Quarter boats 
® Drilling barges 
® Rig tenders 
© Geophysical boats 
Write, Wire or Call for Proposal 


MARINE CATERING SERVICE, INC. 


Pete—Menge — G. P. “Hoppy" Hopkins 


Box 347 


Phone FI Ilmore 1-3426-7 


Harvey, La. 
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Five Star Report Issues 
District | Reference Book 


Five Star Oil Report, Inc., has an- 
nounced release of what it terms as a 
“milestone in reference reports.” It is 
entitled ‘““‘The Oil & Gas Fields of 
Southwest Texas,” and is a complete 
and comprehensive reference work on 
Railroad Commission District 1. 

It covers the history of approxi- 
mately 350 oil and gas fields in the 
33 counties comprising the district. 

Included are 307 illustrations of 
county maps, land plats, contour maps, 
and electric logs. It features a struc- 
tural map of District 1 prepared by 
the Bureau of Economic Geology, the 
University of Texas. 

Compiled and edited by Arthur 
Troutman, tke book can be obtained 
at any Five Star office or by writing 
Five Star Oil Report, Inc., Houston. 
Price is $25 to subscribers and $35 to 
non-subscribers. 


Oil Man’s Calendar 


AUGUST 


15- AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
(OIIC Steering Committee meeting), 
Biltmore Hotel, New York, N. Y. 


15-16 North Dakota Oil & Gas Assn. (annual 
meeting), Bismarck, N. D. 


15-17 Society of Automotive Engineers (West 
Coast meeting), Hotel Multnomah, Port- 
land, Oregon. 


15-19 American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers (Pacific general meeting), Butte, 
Montana. 


21-26 National Congress of Petroleum Retail- 
ers (9th annual session), Sheraton-Cadil- 
lac, Detroit, Michigan. 


25-28 American Society of Chemical Engineers 
(national meeting), Lake Placid Hotel, 
Lake Placid, N. Y. 


SEPTEMBER 


8-9 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
(OIIC meeting), Conrad Hilton Hotel, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


11-13 Independent Natural Gas Association of 
America, Jasper National Park, Canada. 


12-14 American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers (Electrical Conference of Petro- 
leum Industry), Shamrock Hotel, Hous- 
ton, Texas. 


12-15 Society of Automotive Engineers (trac- 
tor meeting), Hotel Schroeder, Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin 


12-16 Instrument Society of America (10th 
Annual Conference and Exhibit), Shrine 
Auditorium and Convention Hall, Los 
Angeles, California. 


14 -AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
(Division of Marketing, Lubrication 
Committee), Traymore Hotel, Atlantic 
City, New Jersey. 


14-16 National Petroleum Association (53rd 
annual meeting), Traymore Hotel, At- 
lantic City, New Jersey. 


15-16 Florida Petroleum Marketers Associa- 
tion, Daytona Plaza, Daytona Beach, 
Florida. 


20-21 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
(Executive Committee meeting), Green- 
brier Hotel, White Sulphur Springs, 
West Virginia. 


OFFSHORE 


News from the 


SHIPYARDS 











The MECO DRILLER, one of three 65-foot crew boats 
recently purchased from Mechanical Equipment Company 
by Sea Service, Inc., of Harvey, La. The company has 
awarded contract for two 80-foot all-purpose vessels, and 
has under construction four 135-foot offshore cargo boats. 


Henderson To Add Two 80-Foot 
Utility Craft to Offshore Fleet 


Bill Henderson, president of Sea Service, Inc., of 
Harvey, La., has announced the award of a contract 
for construction of two 80-foot all-purpose offshore 
utility craft to Calcasieu Shipbuilding Corporation of 
Sulphur, La. 

Construction has already started on the first vessel, 
which will be delivered Nov. 1. Designed to carry pas- 
sengers, haul supplies and do offshore towing, the twin- 
screw all-steel vessel will be Coast Guard approved, 
and will be powered by two 300 hp Buda diesel engines 
supplied by Mechanical Equipment Company of New 
Orleans. 

The vessel will have a length overall of 82 feet, with 
a beam of 19 feet 9 inches. It will be 8 feet deep with 
a 4-foot draft. The vessel will be outfitted to carry 30 
passengers, and will have sleeping accommodations for 
four. It will have a larger gallery, complete with deep- 
freeze and refrigerator; and will be equipped with the 
latest electronic gear. 

A second identical vessel will be delivered in 
December. 

A 135-foot offshore cargo vessel, under construction 
at the Arnold V. Walker Shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss., 
will be ready for delivery to Sea Service, Inc., this month. 
Three other 135-foot offshore cargo boats will be built 
for Sea Service by the Mississippi shipyard. 

In addition, Sea Service, Inc. recently purchased four 
offshore vessels from the Mechanical Equipment Com- 
pany. These included three 65-foot crew boats—Sea 
Driller, Shell Driller and Meco Driller—and the 121- 
foot supply boat, Pelican Driller. 


Levingston Gets Drilling Barge 
Contract From Mene Grande 

Contract for a 140-foot drilling barge has been let to 
Levingston Shipbuilding Company of Orange, Texas, by 
Mene Grande Oil Company of Venezuela. The barge, 
designed by Friede & Goldman, Inc., of New Orleans, is 
self-elevating by means of hydraulically operated spuds. It 
will be used to drill in the open waters of Lake Maracaibo. 
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ADDSCO.Built Oil Drilling Barge 


. . . FOR 38 YEARS it's been going on... 
this traditionally fine marine service at ADDSCO 
in Port of Mobile. Designers, builders, repairers 
of all types of marine vessels and equipment. 


@ BARGES @ TOWBOATS 
@ LIQUID or DRY CARRIERS 


@ FLOATING OIL DRILLING 
EQUIPMENT, ETC. 


Propeller Reconditioning 


ALABAMA 


DRY DOCK and 
SHIPBUILDING 
co. 


q Mobile, Ala. P. O. Box 190 








Help You Solve Your Offshore 
Transportation Problems! 


We have late model Bell 47G helicopters, 
equipped for over-water flying, the personnel 
and know-how to give Offshore Drilling Opera- 
tors fast, time and money saving transportation. 


For further information and our rates, 
please contact: 


HAWN ran 


P. O. Box 680 — Tel. TUlip 2-5435 Corpus Christi, Texas 


Lease and Charter Service 
Repair and Overhaul Department, Meacham Field, Ft. Worth 
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The Right Men 
and Equipment for 
any Drilling Job-- 
ON LAND 
AND AT SEA! 


KERR-McGEE OIL INDUSTRIES, INC. 


Gulf Coast Office — Houston, Texas 
General Offices — Oklahoma City 








BRAZOS ENGINEERING CO., INC. 


Electrical and Industrial Supplies 
MARINE and OILFIELD 


Telephone FAirfax 3-8367 P. O. Box 9114 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Owned and offered by Brazos Engineering Co., Inc. 


5907 Navigation 





Sub-Motor-DC-1375 HP. 415 V. 
1300 R.P.M. 


12-567 GM Diesel 


10—Sub motors-DC- 1375-H.P. 415 Volts, 1300 R.P.M. 

4—1200 K.W. 750 R.P.M.—525 Volts, Allis Chalmers—Gen. DC. 
2—12-567—G.M. Engines—Port and Starboard 

6—1000 H.P. model—540 Alco—Diesel Engines—Port and Starboard 
3—467|—60 K.W. G.M. Diesel Generator Units 


Plus Many Types of Marine Winches and Hoisting Equipment 





Jaeger Winch with GM 471 


GM 671-60 KW Generator Unit 


BUY — SELL — TRADE 
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Servicing seven boats can keep two men hopping. R. L. 
“Red” Shibley (right) and J. D. “Johnny” Wiech use this 
Cessna-195 to keep in close contact with their various jobs. 


The 110-foot WILDCAT has special ballast features for 
It has more cargo- 
hold space and deck storage space than conventional crew- 


mounting a multi-ton reel amidship. 


cargo boats, 


Marine Service Company 


They "Hop" To Service Se 


Spon exploration vessels, scattered from Browns- 
ville to the Florida Keys, can keep a man hopping. 
In fact, R. L. “Red” Shibley and J. D. “Johnny” Wiech, 
who operate the Marine Service Company of Houston, 
Texas, decided to do their hopping literally—in a 
Cessna-195. 

The partners recently purchased a 5-place Cessna, 
along with a new panel truck, to speed contact with 
service points for their various vessels operating off- 
shore. The Spindletop, Wildcat, Doris, Sea Master, 
Shillalah, Rio Bravo and Eagle are currently operating 
in the Cameron-Morgan City area, but it is seldom that 
the fleet is concentrated in one locale. When it isn’t, the 
Owners maintain on-the-spot service by plane. 

In fact, the company has available three planes. Two 
planes, with pilots, are available on 24-hour call if the 
Cessna is tied up. The company also maintains a station 
wagon in Houston and a car in Morgan City to speed 
contact with its offshore equipment. 

Red Shibley and Johnny Wiech put their first offshore 
boat in service in 1949. The partners now have seven 





The DORIS, 104-foot exploration vessel, is one of seven 
offshore boats operated by the Marine Service Company. 


OFFSHORE 





e Seven Offshore Boats 


vessels operating in the Gulf of Mexico. Three—the 
Doris, Sea Master and Shillalah—are 104’ wood hull 
vessels. The Rio Bravo is a 90’ all-steel Burton-built 
boat, and the Eagle is a 106’ former Coast Guard patrol 
craft of a type that saw service as an icebreaker. The 
110-ft. class utility vessels Spindletop and Wildcat were 
built especially for offshore service. 

Wildcat Identical in design and construction 
to the Spindletop, the Wildcat is the latest addition to 
the Marine Service Company's growing offshore fleet. 
Built by the Burton Construction & Shipbuilding Com- 
pany, Inc., of Port Arthur, Texas, it was delivered and 
put into service in December. 

The 110-ft. class Wildcat is an auxiliary vessel ideally 
suited for exploration service, or for use as a crew-cargo 


(Continued on next page) 





The spacious lounge on the WILDCAT. The 110-foot class 


vessel was designed and built especially for offshore 
service. 
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Exclusive Distributor 
for 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama 


BALDT ANCHORS 
& CHAIN 


Large Spot Stocks of Chain, 
Anchors, Connecting Links, 


Swivels, Chain Stoppers. 


Largest Gulf Stock of wire 


rope, shackles, turnbuckles. 


Life saving equipment. 


DREYFUS MACHINERY (0. 


2122 Kentucky Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Day Phones Night Phones 
Victor 3367 FR 0244 
Victor 3368 UP 5706 








ONE OF THE 
FEW VETERANS 
IN A NEW FIELD 


PIONEERS IN OFFSHORE DESIGN 
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On Hourly Basis or Charter 
Fully Found and Bare Boat 


Large Deck Barges for Charter 


PHONES: Dispatcher FOrest 6-1521 
Executive Offices: TUlane 0611 


625 Hibernia Bldg. 





CRESCENT 


Towing & Salvage Co., Inc. 


Harbor And Outside Towing 


Heavy Lift Derricks For Salvage Work 


New Orleans, La. 








RYANT 
OATS, INC. 


Designers and builders 
of 
Steel and Wooden Vessels 


announces the opening of its new 


SALES AND EXPORT OFFICE 


330 International Trade Mart, New Orleans 


and appointment of 


EVELYN W. CALVERT, sales manager 


We specialize in 
Steel boats and barges 
for the oil industry 
and for export 


We invite your inquiries 


Phone—Tulane 8131 





boat transporting rig personnel and supplies to marine 
drilling sites. The all-steel twin-screw vessel incorporates 
a ‘“V” design and double bottom construction, with spe- 
cial ballast features to accommodate the mounting of a 
multi-ton reel amidships. It has more cargo-hold space 
and deck storage space than conventional crew-cargo 
boats, and is outfitted on a par with the finest offshore 
craft. 


Dimensions and power . . . In the 110-ft. class, the 
Wildcat has a moulded depth of 9.5’ and is 22.2’ wide. 
The deckhouse is 44’ long, and the cargo hold measures 
42' x 22’ x 7’ deep. Powered with two GM 6-110 
diesel engines, supplied by Stewart & Stevenson, Inc., 
of Houston, Texas, the Wildcat has a cruising speed of 
12 mph. 

Accommodations . . . The Wildcat has accommoda- 
tions above deck for four, and below deck for fifteen 
crew members. There is a spacious lounge and salon 
for off-duty hours. 


Now in service in the Morgan City area, the Wildcat 
typifies a trend toward bigger and better offshore 
equipment, with a wider range of utility. 


New Equipment... 


Louisiana Offshore Leases Bring 
State $1.6 Million in Bonuses 


Two tracts off the coast of Louisiana brought $1,- 
606,000 for the State Minerals Board July 20 and 15 
as inland leases went for $307,734 in bonuses. 

The offshore leases, located near the shoreline in the 
West Cameron area off Cameron Parish, drew the three 
top bids of the day. 

High bid was that of British-American Oil Com- 
pany, Seaboard Oil Company, and Murphy Corporation, 
which combined to offer $853,000 for 1,500 acres of a 
5,000-acre lease. 

Pure Oil Company, Sun Oil Company, and Superior 
Oil Company offered a joint bid of $753,000 for 2,706.8 
acres of a 3,872-acre tract. British-American, Seaboard, 
and Murphy Corporation bid $352,000 for 889.13 acres 
of the same tract. The two bids overlapped, and Pure, 
Sun, and Superior got the lease. 

Nine of the 26 tracts up for leasing drew no bids. 

One tract off Cameron Parish will be bid on Sep- 
tember 14. Some 23,000 inland acres are to be offered 
August 17. 











MARINE 


RADAR - RADIOTELEPHONES 
FM RADIO AND FATHOMETERS 


available 


From Stock for Crewboats, 
Workboats, Tugs and Oil Rigs 


Mackay Radio and Telegraph 
Company, Inc. 


MARINE DIVISION 
1748 Carondelet — New Orleans 














CAnal 2448 
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OFFSHORE 


SERVICE PERSONALITIES ..... . In the News 





Darden Joins Higgins, Inc. 
As President's Assistant 


Arthur D. Darden, formerly of 
Houston, has joined Higgins, Inc., of 
New Orleans as an 
assistant to the 
president, it was 
announced by An- 
drew J. Higgins, 
Jr., president. 

Darden will su- 
pervise processing 
of new business in- 
~~ quiries and prepa- 
. % ration of bidding 

plans and specifica- 
tions, along with other executive duties. 

With a Bachelor of Science degree 
in naval architecture and marine engi- 
neering from the University of Michi- 
gan, Darden has had a wide back- 
ground in shipbuilding, repair, and 
steel fabrication. 

He most recently worked as chief 
engineer for Todd Shipyards Corpora- 
tion, Houston Division, where he su- 
pervised estimating, design, drafting, 
material control, and production plan- 
ning and control. 





Hill Florida Sales Manager 
For GM Diesel Engines 


Royce A. Hill has been named new 
manager of Florida diesel engine sales 

; , of the Detroit Die- 
sel Engine Division 
of General Motors. 

Headquarters of 
Detroit Diesel’s in- 
dustrial and marine 
sales and service in 
Florida is in Miami, 
with a branch in 





Jacksonville. Hill 
succeeds E. G. 
Duerk, who died 


in May. 

Hill, with Detroit Diesel since 1944, 
has been a sales representative for the 
firm in Texas, Oklahoma, and Louisi- 
ana since 1947. 


New Bedford Cordage 
Promotes G. Hundinger 


George W. Hundinger is new man- 
ager of the Gulf States District of 
New Bedford Cordage Company. For 
the past 15 years he has handled sales 
of New Bedford rope in the oil fields. 
He will headquarter in New Orleans. 

New Bedford Cordage Company, 
founded in 1842, is one of the oldest 
American manufacturers of rope. 
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George Engine Company Holds Open House — 


Below are pictured some of the several hundred guests and employees who 
attended the recent tenth anniversary celebration of the George Engine Com- 
pany, Inc., of Harvey, La. Some 1500 individually barbecued steaks were 
served, as well as fileted fish and huge quantities of jumbo shrimp, as the 
company marked its growth from a one-room four-man operation to largest 
marine distributor of GM Detroit Diesel engines in the weld. 


ga 

: pe 5s m4 
From left to right: Ken Hidalgo, vice-president, and Fred Sewart, president of 
Sewart Seacraft; George S. Frierson, Jr., president of George Engine Company; 
G. F. McCall, George Engine Company; and Arthur Levy of Berwick, La. The 
occasion was George Engine Company’s tenth anniversary celebration. 





‘ _ j 
Eric Sutton and Ralph Pontius at- 
tended the George Engine Company 
celebration. Both are with GM’s 
Detroit Diesel Engine Division. 


Phil Olsen, J. Ray McDermott & Co., 
was the “host with the most” at the 
George Engine Company celebration. 
ee  apaeas sports three badges on his 
shirt. 





Among the many guests and employees who attended the anniversary party 
were, from left to right: George Hylan, Pure Oil Company; R. H. Dunham, 
CIT Corporation; Arthur Levy, Berwick, La.; H. F. Colby, sales manager of 
George Engine Company; Fred Sewart, president of Sewart Seacraft; and 


G. F. McCall, George Engine Company. 
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Naval Architect Scruggs 
Joins LeTourneau Staff 

Joseph A. Scruggs, naval architect 
and marine engineer, has joined the 
staff of R. G. LeTourneau, Inc., at 
Longview, Texas. 

R. L. LeTourneau, vice president, 
said Scruggs is project engineer for a 
mobile drilling platform LeTourneau 
is constructing for Zapata Offshore 
Company. 

Euge New Sales Manager 
For Emsco Machinery 

Vaughn A. Euge is new manager 

of machinery sales for the California 


Underwater Completions Are Goal 
Of Marine Oilfield Consultants 


New technique would place wellhead beneath 
wave action and below marine traffic 





Division of Emsco Manufacturing 
Company. He replaces David A. Car- 
nahan, who recently resigned from the 
company. 

With the Emsco organization since 
1933, Euge has been a member of the 
sales department since 1947. 

His assistant, also recently ap- 
pointed, is Leonard Spray. 


CPS HAS THE MATERIALS .. . KNOW-HOW .. . FACILITIES 











ON LAND! Pipelines, Tank Bottoms, Gather- 
ing Systems, Gas & Water Distribution 
Systems 

*ON SEA! Offshore Drilling Platforms, Off- 
shore Pipe Lines, Wharves, Piers, Ships, 
Barges, Drydocks, Wellheads 

IN THE AIR! Water Tanks, Condenser Heads 





OFFICES LOCATED IN 


HOUSTON 
P. O. Box 6387 
(460! Stanford Street) 
Houston 6, Texas 
JAckson 2-517! 


t bil TULSA 
310 Thompson Building 
protection —=: 


CHerry 2-9857 
NEW ORLEANS 
1147 Annunciation St. 
CAnal 7316 
New Branch Office in 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
1522 So. Staples 
TUlip 3-7264 





Everything in the cathodic protection field . . . 
from an insulating washer to a turnkey contract installation. 
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DENVER 
(Golden) P. O. Box 29! 
CRestview 9-2215 









A MARINE oilfield consulting firm 
that envisions the day when the 
Gulf of Mexico will bristle with un- 
derwater Christmas trees, serviced by 
skin divers and workover crews inside 
caissons, has been 
organized by two 
former employees 
of Humble Oil & 
Refining Company. 

Heading the new 
Houston enterprise 
of Tucker, Jackson 
& Company are 
A. J. Tucker and 
John G. Jackson, 
Jr., both of whom 

A.J. TUCKER have been with 
Humble the past seven years. 

Tucker is a graduate of the U. S. 
Naval Academy and a member of the 
Society of Naval Architects and Ma- 
rine Engineers. A professional mariner, 
he holds chief engineér’s licenses for 
both steam and diesel and has had 
experience with both. He was with the 
Navy six years, serving during World 
War II on carriers and destroyers. For 
the past seven years he has been with 
Humble’s marine equipment division. 

Jackson is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Oklahoma, and was a senior 
petroleum engineer with Humble. 

The new firm will engage in several 
enterprises, including salvage. Its SEAS 
division—Sea Exploration and Salvage 
Company—is equipped with devices 
to recover equipment lost in the Gulf. 
They include an underwater television 
camera. 

SEAS is headed by Murel Goodel, 
who originated the idea of the salvage 
company. 

The underwater completion tech- 
nique which the company is develop- 
ing has two advantages: It will protect 
production equipment from rough 
weather and marine traffic, and it will 
reduce cost. 

The new system places the wellhead 
underwater where wave action is less 
turbulent and it is safe from collision. 
It also eliminates the need for heavy 
production platforms and expensive 
directional drilling. 

Tucker believes the most economical 
method of drilling would be use of 
small mobile platforms in conjunction 
with a tender. The platforms would 
be moved rather than used for multi- 
ple well drilling. 

The new firm has offices at 2009 
Fannin St. in Houston. 
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Frank Edwards Elected 
Harnischfeger Officer 


Frank C. Edwards was elected vice 
president of the diesel division of 
Harnischfeger Cor- 
poration, Milwau- 
kee, at a meeting 
of that firm’s board 
of directors, Wal- 
ter Harnischfeger, 
president of the 
corporation, has an- 
nounced. 

A life-long em- 
ploye of the corpo- 
ration, Edwards has 
been general manager of the P & H 
Diesel Division in Crystal Lake, IIli- 
nois, since September, 1953. 


Ed C. Kirby Technical 


Representative For Ideco 


Ed C. Kirby has been appointed 
technical service representative for 
Ideco, a division of 
Dresser Industries 
of Dallas. 

Kirby will head- 
quarter in Houston 
at 1619 Ovid 
Street. He will spe- 
cialize in supply- 
ing Ideco Fabri- 
form Sheaves to 
original manufac- 
pe, turers. 

Associated with petroleum manufac- 
turers and suppliers for 30 years, he 
has been with the Regan Forge and 
Engineering Company the past 17 
years. 


Three "Oilwell" Employes 
Promoted In Louisiana 


United States Steel’s Oil Well Sup- 
ply Division (Oilwell) has announced 
two appointments in South Louisiana 
and one in Shreveport, Louisiana. 

Kenneth Hodo is new district repre- 
sentative at Lafayette. He was previ- 
ously at Oilwell’s Eunice, La., store as 
field representative. 

Henry H. Cooper is new field repre- 
sentative at Houma. He has been at 
the Houma office since 1954, when he 
was transferred there from the store 
at Thibodaux. 

New district engineer of machinery 
equipment sales and service at Shreve- 
port is Albert R. Smith. He has been 
at Shreveport as assistant district engi- 
neer, machinery equipment sales, since 
1953. 
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TOPS IN CREW BOATS 


* 4 





51’ "EQUITY" Crew Boat 


All Steel Diesel 
24 m.p.h. Twin Screw 


Built to A.B.S. and Coast Guard Requirements 
for carrying passengers for hire. 
Barges — Tugs — Drill Tenders 


Equitable Equipment Co., Inc. 


410 Camp St. Dept. R 


New Orleans 12, La. 








Engines or Generator Sets for 
Continuous or Stand-by Service 
Check these MURPHY DIESEL ad- eo 


vantages for your application 






@ Rugged, heavy-duty type engine — best for ma- 
rine and offshore service, assures long life with 
less servicing. 


@ "True" diesel operation and unit fuel injection 
get the most power out of every drop of fuel. 





@ Hydraulic servo-type governor provides instan- 
taneous response to load changes — protects the 
engine if lubricating oil pressure drops. 





Engines and power units 


MURPHY 
DIESEL 
90 to 240 HP. Electrical 


generating sets 60 to 140 K.W., A.C. or D.C. 


Gulf Engineering Co., Inc. 


1000 S. PETERS STREET 


Phone CAnal 4421 Night—WaAlnut 3898 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. 











BERWICK BAY SHIPYARD CO. 


DRY DOCKING AND COMPLETE REPAIRS 


165’ Dry Dock Under Construction 
Two Marine Railways — Up To 500 Tons 


MACHINE AND PROPELLER SERVICE 


WELDING SAND BLASTING 
WOODWORKING SHOPS METALLIZING 
e * 


PHONES: 2234 — 6289 


Berwick, Louisiana 
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Complete Facilities! 


Cleaning and Gas Freeing Plant 
3 Sets of Marine Ways 
300’ Graving Dock 
Complete Repairs for Vessels and 
Barges up to 300’ 


Builders — Barges, Tugs, Towboats, 
Offshore Structures 


J. & S. SHIPBUILDING 
CORPORATION 


Charles L. Koellein, Jr., General Manager 
Phone 144-145 Slidell, Louisiana 











PLATE GLASS 
IS AN OFFSHORE 





HAZARD 











STRENGTH 
FLEXIBILITY 
SECURITY 


FOR 








We Stock & Fabricate All Plastics 


CUNNINGHAM 


Engineering Co. 
Tel. 5-2533 Beaumont, Tex. 
4790 Port Arthur Rd. 








P. O. Box 343 Phone 484 


Albert DeHart & Sons 


Marine Railways 


Boat Builders and Repairers 


Abbeville, Louisiana 


Tug and Barge Rentals 


“Distributors of 
Woolsey &- Petit Paints’ 
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Mobile Rigs Under Construction 
(Continued from page 25) 


Owner Name _ __ Depth Potential 


The Offshore Company Mobile Unit 
12’ x 74’ x 200’, with four No.3 
6’ dia. caissons and four 
Delong jacks 


Present Status 


Alexander Shipyard, to be 
completed August, 1955 


Zapata Offshore Company — 
LeTourneau Design, 20’ x 
80’ x 140’, with three tri- 
angular legs. 


The California Company S-45 
11’ x 90’ x 156’, with four 
3’ x 10’ x 35’ pontoons 

The California Company S-55 
12’ x 90’ x 190’, with four 
4’ x 24’ x 50’ pontoons 


LeTourneau-Vicksburg, to 
be completed August, 1955 


Being Constructed 


Being constructed 


Drilling Tenders 


Owner Name 


CATC 

Continental Oil Company 

Atlantic Refining Company 

Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 

Cities Production Corp. 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


Same Companies as above 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


Same Companies as above 


Water Depth Present Status 


“J. C. Craig” 56’ Block 59, B-1, West Delta 


Area, Louisiana 


“Carle Sharp” 50’ Block 49, A-2, East Cam- 


eron Area, Louisiana 


“Ernie Miller” 50’ West Delta, Block 45, 


New tender, 260’ x 54’ Well A-1 
Same Companies as above “Jack Cleverley” West Delta, Block 57, 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ Well A-1 


The California Company S-21 42’ 


West Delta, Louisiana 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company S$-22 37’ Bay Marchand, Louisiana 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

The California Company S-23 24’ Main Pass, Louisiana 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

The California Company S-24 62’ South Pass, Louisiana 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 

The California Company S-25 Being converted 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 

The California Company S-26 Being converted 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Gulf Oil Corporation “Eagle” 60’ Block 154, Ship Shoal 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ Area, with Penrod rig 





MA 
Ba 


% 


The sales force of Associated Oil Field Rentals recently assembled at the 
Houston home office for a three-day get-together, led by Vice President and 
General Manager Ralph Neuhaus and Vice President and Operations Manager 


Olive Dorroh. Sales personnel attended from the company’s ten branch 
equipment rental yards in oil towns in Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, 
Louisiana and Wyoming. Pictured left to right are: (front row) Roger Eason, 
Ralph Neuhaus, Jack Kelley, Cliff Braswell, Grover Pool, Olive Dorroh, Jack 
Lubbes, Naomi Haynes, A. F. Criger, Jack Ray and Douglas McWilliams. 
(Back row) F. J. Wilbanks, Charles Tuminello, R. F. Hopkins, Chet Smith, 
Wood George, Bob Jarmon, Johnny Toudouze, D. D. Warren, Jack Rankin, 
Bub Williford and Gene Thompson. 
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Gulf Oil Corporation “Pelican” 
New tender, 272’ x 60’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-1 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-2 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-3 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-4 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-5 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-6 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-7 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-8 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. “Kermac I” 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 

Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. “Kermac IT” 


New tender, 250’ x 48’ 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 


Phillips Petroleum Company 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


MDT-1 
MDT-2 
MDT-3 
MDT-4 
MDT-5 


MDT-6 


Magnolia PetroleumCompany MDT-7 


Converted YF 


Pure Oil Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


No. 50 


“Frank Phillips” 


“K. S. Adams” 


“R. W. MclIlvain” 


65’ Block 104, East Cameron 
area, Salt Dome rig 


Not in service 
Grand Isle area 


With company rig at 
Grand Isle, Louisiana 
Grand Isle Area 


Grand Isle Area 
Grand Isle Area 
Grand Isle Area 
Grand Isle Area 


43’ Drilling for Standard of 
Texas at Aransas Pass 
with Rig 16 

42’ Drilling for Pure on Block 
99, West Cameron Area, 
with Rig 43 

65’ Block 54 Field, S. Tim- 
balier Area, with Rig 39 


32’ Drilling for Phillips at 
East Cameron, Louisiana 
20’ Block 89, Eugene Island 


Block 110 Field 


35’ Well G-1, Eugene Island 
Block 126 Field 


31’ Block 12, South Delta 
Block 20 Field, Well D-1 


52’ Well A-1, Ship Shoal Block 
113 


50’ Well B-1, Block 129, Eu- 

gene Island Block 45 Field 

Well I-3, Block 119, Eu- 

gene Island Block 126 

Field 

29’ Block 20, South Delta 
Block 20 Field, Well E-1 


60’ With Carl Short rig at 
Galveston, Well A-2 now 
completing 
Block 144, B-1, Galveston 
Area 


35’ 


Self-Contained Platforms 


Company Description 
CATC 220’ x 106’ 
Continental Oil Co. 

Atlantic Refining Co. 

Tidewater Assoc. Oil Co. 

Cities Production Corp. 

Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 110’ x 206’ 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. 75’ x 398’ 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. 52’ x 168’ 
Phillips Petroleum Co. 85’ x 140’ 
Pure Oil Co. 100’ x 80’ 
Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 85’ x 195’ 
Shell Oil Company 82’ x 197’ 
Western Natl. Gas Co. 52’ x 136’ 


The California Co. 
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“J” Structure 


Year 
Built 


1947 
1954 


1948 
1955 
1948 
1955 


1955 


1955 


Depth 
of 
Water 


Block 47 Grand Isle, La. 95’ 


Location 


Block 18 Grand Isle, La. 50’ 
State Tract 10, S.W. of 


Sabine Pass, Texas 30’ 
Block 119 Eugene Island 
Area, Well H-5 35’ 


Block 184, Eugene Island area, 
company tools 

Block 32 Eugene Island, La. 14’ 
Loffland Bros. rig, Well E-4 
Block 24 (Caillou Bay) 


Ship Shoal area 7 
Block 42, South Pass, La., 
(Loffland Bros. rig) ? 


Removed from the water 
Block 3, Bay Marchand, La. 





FOR THE OFFSHORE 
OIL FIELDS ... 


MARINE 
we 


ELECTRICAL 
e 


INDUSTRIAL 
SUPPLIES 











L. F. GAUBERT & C0. 


700 S. Broad St. New Orleans, La. 








FOR RENT 


Offshore seismic 
cable reels. 
Diesel twin screw steel crew 
boats, quarter boats, marsh 
buggies, equipment for 
marsh, bay, and offshore 
crews. 


Ross H. Bird 


3019 Post Oak 
Houston, Texas 


Phone MO 5-1602 











SERVICE for the 
Offshore Industry 


QUALITY FOODS 
24-HOUR LAUNDRY SERVICE 


Free Delivery 


' MARKET 
25th & Ave. O Phones 
Galveston 2-9378 
Texas Nite—2-8721 


"Sonny" Saltz — Prop. 
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e Crude Oil Transportation 






e Deck Barges 
Landing platform for company helicopters provided by the roof of radio and 
e Water Barges personnel cabins on a drilling barge. 


Drilling B Movi 
e Drilling Barge Moving CSV's Operational Methods 


e Diesel fuel delivery to drilling (Continued from page 13) 


barges and drilling locations Fire Extinguisher 


ing materials. All mud testing and Inspection Service 
treatment is performed on this deck. 

The after portion of the lower deck , tion 
Houma Louisiana | holds engine room or boiler battery Your Fire ty oe 

Phone: yoo where power is generated for drilling System needs Insp 

and barge operation. On diesel barges june R —_ 
the drawworks and rotary table are 
driven by a diesel unit on the drilling 
platform. 

Amidships are four anchor winches 


which maneuver the barge in relation Walter Kidde Sales & 













ST yyw, 





22 to the drilling platform—pulling it 
CHE " away to a safe distance in foul weather. Service of La., Inc. 
fam On the upper deck is the pipe-rack 
arr and, usually, a power-operated crane CA-9905 


915 Gaiennie St. 


on each side. NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


An adjustable ramp spans the gap 
between the drilling floor and the for- 


WELDING FITTINGS AND ward end of the upper deck. Aft of the 
pipe-rack is the radio cabin and cabins 
FORGED STEEL FLANGES for supervisory staff equipped with 
limited cooking and sleeping facilities. 
The roofs of the cabins support a 
landing platform for helicopters. 





ioxide Port- 
idde Carbon Diox! 
pal Dry Chemical, Soe 
+4. Foam, Vapor! 
ark CO:-Operated — 
Extinguishers, CO: hose reels 


and Systems. 


Pumps — Switchboards 
Motors — Generators 















® 
Industrial & Marine Engines Wrought Iron Pipe, Oil and Water Well Casing, 
Blowers & Fans (A-C & D-C) Stainless Steel Pipe, Industrial and Special Pipe, 
Specializing in D-C Marine Carbon and Low Al- Oil, Gas and Water Line Pipe, 
F ae i ae Tae, — rove Pontoon and Shore Dredging 
rmored Marine Cable, abrication, Fie Pipe, Pipe Line Repair It 
Leaded & Non-Leaded Welding Service oe ee ee 
* 











Marine Fixtures 
Magnetic Controls 








1a, Mace Bastyr rire a \ CASING 


Equipment Engineer- Mele OWtlee & Pent: 
s - 
ing & Supply Co., Inc. GALVESTON, TEXAS D; 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 
Phone CRescent 6661-2 CApitol 2-7759 


\\ 
3538 Pauger St. New Orleans, La. KANE BOILER WORKS, INC. 


38 , OFFSHORE 


Phone 3-240! 




















EXPLORATION 





Test In Deepest Water Logs Pay 


An oil and gas discovery in the deepest water yet encoun- 
tered in offshore operations has been indicated at the CATC 
group's No. A-1 State Lease 933-Block 47, in the Grand 
Isle Area off Jefferson Parish. 

Drilling in 97 feet of water from CATC’s huge 
$1,500,000 self-contained platform, the wildcat has found 
119 feet of oil sand and 46 feet of commercial gas sands 
in eight Miocene sands between 9,845-14,021 feet. 

With the test at 14,140 feet, operator was to continue 
to 15,000 feet before attempting dual completion. 

CATC—composed of Continental Oil Company, Atlan- 
tic Refining Company, Tide Water Associated Oil Com- 
pany, and Cities Service Oil Company—has 50,000 acres 
under lease in the immediate area and bid in 5,000 acres 
adjacent to the prospector at the July Federal land sale. 

Continental is operator for the group, which acquired 
an additional 24,000 acres in nine tracts leased in the 
Federal sale for more than $27,000,000. 


Dual Strikes Make 1,574 Barrels 


Magnolia Petroleum Company has dually completed two 
of its Gulf of Mexico discoveries for an aggregate poten- 
tial of 1,574 barrels daily. 

Its No. 1-A State Lease 777, location in Block 113 of 
Ship Shoal Area off Terrebonne Parish, potentialed for 
326 barrels or 32.5 gravity oil daily through a 14-inch 
choke and perforations from 7,446-52 feet. 

From a second pay between 7,532-38 feet it flowed 176 
barrels of 27.4 gravity oil daily. 

A deep sand between 10,298-304 feet yielded gas- 
distillate production but was plugged off. 

Magnolia’s No. 1-A State Lease 695, strike off St. Mary 
Parish, potentialed for a combined flow of 1,072 barrels 
daily. It is in Eugene Island Block 128 Area. 

It flowed 540 barrels of 42.2 gravity oil daily through 
a 12/64-inch choke and perforations between 9,364-80 
feet. 

From tubing perforations between 10,110-116 feet 
the strike flowed 532 barrels of 39.8 gravity oil daily 
through a 12/64-inch choke. 


New Louisiana Depth Record Set 


A new depth record for Louisiana has been set in Pla- 
quemines Parish by Richardson & Bass, John W. Mecom, 
Freeport Sulphur, Humble No. 1 Louisiana Land and Ex- 
ploration Company, State Lease 2414. 

It might also set a world depth record for producers. 

Drilling with a barge-mounted National steam rig cap- 
able of going to 22,500 feet, the test bottomed at 19,752 
feet early in July after getting gas-condensate shows at two 


depths greater than the world producing record of 17,500- 
895 feet. 

Deepest test previously drilled in Louisiana was Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Co. No. 1-D Ragley in Allen Parish, aban- 
doned last year at 18,660 feet. 


Vermillion Bay Discovery Assured 


A major-distillate discovery for the Vermillion Bay 
area of South Louisiana has been virtually assured at Mon- 
terey Oil Co. and Associates No. 1 Vermilion Bay-State 


(Continued on next page) 
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FINER EQUIPMENT— 









FOR FASTER, 


MORE EFFICIENT SERVICE! 


The MISS MARY HELEN, radar equipped 51’ personnel 
transport, is capable of carrying 40 passengers at speeds 
up to 23.4 mph. The MISS MARY HELEN typifies the 
fine marine equipment owned and operated by Robin Boat 
Rental Service. Built by Equitable Equipment Co., Inc., of 
New Orleans, the MISS MARY HELEN is No. 20 for Robin. 
Three other 51’ crew boats— the ERLINE, MARGARET 
and the HELEN L—have been built for Robin by Equitable 


in the past twelve months. 


Call us for: Crew Boats, Seagoing Tugs, Rig Tenders. 


ROBIN BOAT 
RENTAL SERVICE 


Phone FI Ilmore 1-1225 — 1-2836 
448 Pailet St. 


Harvey, La. 








SHIPYARD INVOICE 


To: Offshore Oil Co. 








Marine repairs 


$10,562.00 


HOW MUCH OF YOUR BILL 
REPRESENTS SHIPYARD OVERHEAD ? 


HOW MUCH REPRESENTS ACTUAL 
ee 


REPAIRS ... 10%? 65%,? 








NO HIDDEN COSTS! 


Harvey Canal Shipyard 
& Machine Shop 


Telephone FI llmore 1-5608 
P. O. Box 155 





Harvey, La. 
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Follow the oil and gas developments in SouTH 
LOUISIANA, TEXAS and SOUTHEASTERN NEw 
Mexico with, 


FIVE STAR OIL REPORTS 


News, Locations, Completions, Drilling 
Progress, Oil and Gas Instruments plus 
OFFSHORE ACTIVITIES. 


Daily, Weekly or Semi-Weekly coverage. De- 
signed for your particular area of activity. 


Completion cards are issued on all areas covered 
by reports. 


eres 


HOUSTON 
BOX 331 





DALLAS 
1007 DAVIS BLDG. 


MIDLAND 
106 CAPITOL BLDG. 











EXPERIENCED MARINE DIVERS 


UNDERWATER REPAIRS 


SALVAGE OPERATIONS 
. 







Em BURNING, WELDING & BLASTING 
+. 
COMPLETE BOAT SERVICE 
* 


COMPLETE INSURANCE 


| COVERAGE 
DASPIT BROS. MARINE DIVERS 

Tele. VA-3972 24-HOUR If no ian On ie 

Chalmette, La. SERVICE Houma, La. 








Builders and Designers 


Steel Tugs, Barges, Crew Boats 


EFFICIENT 
MARINE 
REPAIRS 


Marine Ways — Gas Freeing 


PLATZER BOAT WORKS 
Houston, Texas 


P. O. Box 5277 GL 3-7118 
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Lease 2476. It is four miles south of the Live Oak field. 

After perforating between 13,782-87 feet the prospect 
flowed at the rate of 19,000,000 cubic feet of gas and 72 
barrels of distillate per day through a 10/64-inch choke. 
Tubing pressure was 3,450 pounds. 

Operator was to plug back and test the No. 2 sand, 
topped at 13,554 feet. Three sands totalling an estimated 
pay of 250 feet had been encountered. 

Monterey Oil Co. and Freeport Sulphur Co. each own 
371, per cent, with C. G. Glasscock and Tidelands Oil Co. 
owning the remaining 25 per cent of the well, which is 
on a block of 2,802 acres. 


OFFSHORE LOCATIONS 


TEXAS 


Calhoun County: C. G. Glasscock-Tidelands Oil Co. and 
Arkansas Fuel Oil Co. 1 State Tract 72, wildcat. Hynes Bay, 
two miles southwest of Seadrift in Tract 72. Proposed depth 
9,000 feet. 


Chambers County: Humble Oil & Refining Co. A-68 Galves- 
ton Bay State, Red Fish Reef. Galveston Bay, 344 miles from 
Smith Point in Tract 246. Proposed depth 10,600 feet. 


Chambers County: The Texas Co. 1 State Tract 134, wild- 
cat. Galveston Bay, 144 miles west Smith’s Point field, in 
Tract 134. Proposed depth 11,000 feet. 

Jackson County: Sun Oil Co. 257-1 Carancahua-State, Ap- 
pling. Carancahua Bay, 26 miles southeast of Edna in Tract 257. 
Proposed depth 8,800 feet. 


Kenedy County: Standard Oil Co. of Texas 48 State Tract 
358, wildcat. Lagunda Madre, 35 miles southeast of Sarita in 
Tract 358. Proposed depth 11,000 feet. 


Matagorda County: Brazos Oil & Gas Co. 1-A State of 
Texas (35912), wildcat. Matagorda Bay, 10 miles south of 
Palacios, in Tract 194. Proposed depth 6,000 feet. 





GUESS AGAIN—New Orleans’ historic old French Quar- 
ter isn’t having an oil boom of the sort that sets drilling 
rigs down amongst picturesque structures. Instead the 
elegance of French Quarter wrought iron decorations has 
been added to this drilling barge belonging to John W. 
Mecom, of Houston. 


OFFSHORE 


Matagorda County: Brazos Oil & Gas Co. 1 State of Texas IB 
No. 35097, wildcat. Tres-Palacios Bay, 214 miles southwest of 
Palacios townsite in Tract 68. Proposed depth, 6,500 feet. 


Nueces County: The Atlantic Refining Co. 4 State Tract 426, 
Mustang Island. Corpus Christi Bay, eight miles southwest of 
Port Aransas in Tract 426. Proposed depth 7,400 feet. 


LOUISIANA 


Cameron Parish: H. B. Zachry 1 State Lease 2543, wildcat. 
West Cameron Block 5 area, three miles south of Cameron 
production. Proposed depth 12,500 feet. 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. J-2 State Lease 
803, Grand Isle Block 1. Block 22. Proposed depth 8,500 feet. 


Lafourche Parish: The California Co. J-8 Louisiana State 


1367, Bay Marchand Block 2. Block 3. Proposed depth 4,800 
feet. 


Lafourche Parish. The California Co. J-9 State Lease 1365 
(Block 3), Bay Marchand Block 2. Block 3. Proposed depth 
5,650 feet. 


Lafourche Parish: The California Co. K-5 State Lease 1366 
(Block 3) (OCS-1369), Bay Marchand Block 2. Block 3. 
Proposed depth 4,800 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Kerr-McGee Oil Industries, Inc., 1-C 
State Lease 1272, wildcat. Main Pass area, Block 52. Proposed 
depth 11,000 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 28 Louisiana State Lease 
998, South Pass Block 24. Block 11. Proposed depth 9,700 
feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 27 Lease 998 (Block 11), 
South Pass Block 24. Block 11. Proposed depth 9,750 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Continental Oil Co. 1 State Lease 2710, 
wildcat. Block 31. Contractor, Salt Dome Production Co. 
Proposed depth 10,000 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: The Texas Co. 1 State Lease 2556, wild- 
cat. Main Pass area, Block 83, four miles west of Main Pass 
Block 69 field. Proposed depth 8,500 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 9 Louisiana State 
Lease 1354, Main Pass Block 69. Block unreported. Contractor, 
Penrod Drilling Co. Proposed depth 8,200 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 2-E Humble- 
Shell-State Lease 820, West Delta Block 30. Block 31. Pro- 
posed depth 10,500 feet. 


St. Bernard Parish: J. P. Owen 2 State Lease 2293, wildcat. 
Chandeleur Sound Block 70 area, Block 70. Contractor, Harvey 
Drilling Co. Proposed depth 7,500 feet. 


St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 1-K State Lease 
691-Block 119, Eugene Island Block 126. Block 119. Proposed 
depth 7,200 feet. 


St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 3-G State Lease 
694, Eugene Island Block 126. Block 126. To be drilled 
directionally from platform 1-G. Proposed depth 11,500 feet. 

St. Mary Parish: Pure Oil Co. 4-E State Lease 833, Eugene 


Island Block 32. Block 32. Contractor, Loffland Brothers. 
Proposed depth 13,500 feet. 


(Continued on next page) 








Twin Tandem 


a) & 
fpowes | | rowes | 


Power 
by Kennedy! 


The second of three self-propelled barges built by Burton Construc- 
tion & Shipbuilding Company, Port Arthur, Texas, for offshore oil- 
field service with the Twenty Grand Towing Company of Morgan 
City, La., the 125-foot ACADIA is equipped with two GM Model 
6-110 diesels — from Kennedy Marine Engine Company. Like many 
other successful operators, Twenty Grand Towing Company has 
come to depend on Kennedy — and GM—for dependable power 
installations. 


KENNEDY MARINE ENGINE CO. 


Distributors of General Motors Diesels, Onan Gasoline and Diesel 
Electric Plants, Bendix Depth Recorders, Surrette 
Marine Batteries. Call us today. 
BILOXI, MISS. PHONE 2-153! 








McGuire Marine Divers 
Robert J. McGuire 
Insurance Coverage 
24-Hour Service Anywhere 
Specializing In 
RIVER CROSSINGS AND 
OFFSHORE OPERATIONS 


Phone TEmple 8221 
TEmple 2945 


Metairie, Louisiana 





412 Arlington Drive 














SPEED 
SAFETY ... 


In a 29-foot stock 
hull with diesel 


power. 
Converted for a major oil company, this 29-foot Chris-Craft cruiser 
with double-plank bottom has a cruising speed of 18 mph... . and 


is the first completely successful conversion of a 29-foot stock model 
to diesel power. 


For conversions, repairs, motor installations, haulouts, call— 


CLEAR CREEK BOAT YARD 


J. M. Sharp E. R. Elwood 
Phone Bacliff 2219 Night phones: La Porte 8691, Bacliff 2219 
KEMAH TEXAS 








Morgan City, La. 





FINER FOODS FOR MARINE OPERATORS 


Truck Delivery from Venice to Cameron 


GALLEY STORES & SUPPLY CO. 


Tel. 2605 
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FAST, DEPENDABLE 
TUG SERVICE FOR 
OFFSHORE OPERATIONS 


DIXIE TOWING 


COMPANY, INC. 


Phone Fl Ilmore 1-5608 — 1-3090 


P. O. Box 403 Harvey, La. 

















Mac SAYS ... TELL US 
Your Electrical Equipment 
Needs... 


— Surrette Marine Batteries 

— Hose-McCann Marine Telephones 
— Carlisle-Finch Searchlights 

— Falk Couplings 

— Russell & Stoll Fixtures 

— Oil Field Equipment 

— Motor Rewinding 

— AC & DC Motors 

— Marine Switchboards 


McINTOSH ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO. 


BEAUMONT, TEX. 4775 Port Arthur Rd. 


3 


Telephone 5-2517 

















EXCLUSIVE GULF COAST 
DISTRIBUTOR FOR 


be A¢oO CHAIN 









BYRNE & RICE SUPPLY CO. 
3 Ann tm 1122 Gaiennie Street PAY PHONES: 


RAymond 7138 
RAymond 7139 


JAckson 5334 


UPloes 6334 New Orleans, La. 
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OFFSHORE . COMPLETIONS 


LOUISIANA 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 1 State Lease 
798-Block 10, Grand Isle Block 18. Dry Hole. Total depth 
12,088 feet. Block 10. 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 9-A State 
Lease 801, Grand Isle Block 18. Oil Well. TD 9,527 feet, 
perfd. 8,947-70 feet. IPF 190 BOPD and 57,200 CFGD on 
\y-inch choke. TP 1218. GOR 300-1. Gravity unreported. 
Block 18. 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 1-J State Lease 
804, Grand Isle Block 16. Oil Well. TD 11,487 feet, perfd. 
7,054-74 feet. IPF 216 BOPD and 109,024 MCFD on 14-inch 
choke. TP 1225. GOR 506-1. Gra. 35.4. Block 23. 


Lafourche Parish: The California Co. 7-J Louisiana State 
1367, Bay Marchand Block 2. Oil Well. TD 5,455 feet, perfd. 
5,240-50 feet. IPF 149 BOPD on gas lift. GOR nil. Gra. 31.2. 
Block 2. 


Lafourche Parish: The California Co. 4-K Louisiana State 
1367-Block 3, Bay Marchand Block 2. Oil Well. TD 8,122 
feet, perfd. 5,615-30 feet. IPF 175 BOPD on 16/64-inch choke. 
TP 120. GOR 261-1. Gra. 31.4. Block 3. 


Lafourche Parish: The California Co. 5-J State Lease 1367- 
Block 3, Bay Marchand Block 2. Dry Hole. TD 7-236 feet. 
Block 3. 


Lafourche Parish: Shell Oil Co. 2 State Lease 2675, wildcat. 
Dry Hole. TD 11,759 feet. Perfd. 11,142-190 feet, recovered 
salt water. Block 21. 


Lafourche Parish: Continental Oil Co. 12 State Lease 978, 
West Delta Block 53. Gas-Distillate Well. TD 7,327 feet, 
perfd. 7,206-20 feet. IPF 61 BOPD and 2,850 MCFD on 
14/64-inch choke. TP 2,831. GOR 47,000-1. Gra. 62.8. Block 53. 


Plaquemines Parish: Continental Oil Co. 1 State Lease 2512, 
Main Pass Block 25 area. Dry Hole. TD 10,130 feet. Block 25. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 7-D State Lease 1278, 
Main Pass Block 69. Shut-in Gas Well. TD 8,700 feet, perfd. 
7-730-41 feet and 7,746-49 feet. IPF unreported. T/pay 7,730 
feet. Block unreported. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 7 State Lease 1354, 
Main Pass Block 69. Oil Well. TD 8,300 feet, perfd. 7,080-100 
IPF 165 BOPD on 8/64-inch choke. 
Block 68. 


feet. 
600-1. Gra. 30.3. 


TP 1,110. GOR 





A barge-mounted dragline digs a wattery ditch through 
Louisiana marshland for a “big inch” pipeline. Sections 
re the pipe will be floated along the ditch, buoyed by tin 
arrels, 


OFFSHORE 





EXPLORATION VESSELS... 





DANTZLER BOAT RENTAL CO. 


P. O. Box 377 





Pascagoula, Miss. 








Plaquemines Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 8 State 
Lease 2090, Southeast Pass. Oil Well. TD 8,503 feet, perfd. 
8,122-38 feet. IPF 162 BOPD and 113,000 CFGD on 14-inch 
choke. TP 1,325. GOR 607-1. Gra. 36.6. Block unreported. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 15 State Lease 998, South 
Pass Block 24. Oil Well. TD 8,000 feet. perfd. 7,881-91 feet. 
IPF 260 BOPD on 11/64-inch choke. TP 690. GOR 484-1. Gra. 
unreported. Block 11. 


Plaquemines Parish: Continental Oil Co. 2 State Lease 2124, 
Main Pass Block 25 area. Dry Hole. TD 6,503 feet. Block 25. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 3-A Louisiana State 
Lease 1069 OCS 0385, West Delta Block 30. Oil Well. TD 
7,870 feet, perfd. 7,652-72 feet. IPF 225 BOPD on 9/64-inch 
choke. TP 1390. GOR 781-1. Gra. 39.4. Block 29. 


St. Bernard Parish: Continental Oil Co. 1 State Lease 1944, 
wildcat. Dry Hole. TD 10,000 feet. Chandeleur Sound, Block 


Tie 


St. Mary Parish: Pure Oil Co. 3-E State Lease 833-Block 33, 
Eugene Island Block 32. Dry Hole. TD 13,288 feet. Block 33. 


St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 2-I State Lease 
692, Eugene Island Block 126. Oil Well. TD 9,791 feet, 
perfd. 8,251-54 fet. IPF 174.3 BOPD on 14/64-inch choke. 
TP 950. GOR 1,375-1. Gra. 36.9. Block unreported. 


St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 2-G State Lease 
694-Block 126, Eugene Island Block 126. Oil Well. TD, 8,925 
feet, perfd. 8,800-06 feet and 8,822-28 feet. IPF 343.84 BOPD 
and 335,000 CFGPD on 12/64-inch choke. TP 1,325. GOR 
973-1. Gra. 48.3 Block 126. 


St. Mary Parish: Shell Oil Co. 5 State Lease 1665, Eugene 
Island Block 18. Oil Well. TD 10,600 feet, perfd. 8,860-85 feet. 
IPF 317 BOPD and 208,000 CFGD on 1/4-inch choke. TP 2,050. 
GOR 656-1. Gra. 37. Block 113. 
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RIG BOATS 


BRYANT BOATS, INC. 
P.O. Box 47 @ Phone 2332 
BAYOU LA BATRE ALABAMA 








LATEST IN GULF 
MASTER SERIES 





The ELLIS Ill 


* - 
Featuring the Gulf Master Series 
The ELLIS III is a 40’ welded steel crewboat built for Mr. Ellis 
J. Rhodes of Venice, La., by Gulf Master Boats Inc. of Slidell. 
Powered by two 6-71 GM diesels supplied by George Engine 
Company of Harvey, La., the ELLIS III has a top speed of 
over 27 mph. 


Gulf Master Boats are noted for their stability and level ride. 
Capable of carrying heavy loads of crews while maintaining 
high cruising speeds, they are extremely seaworthy. The ELLIS 
III is to be used for crew work at Venice, La. 


The Gulf Master series is available in 30’, 38’, 40’, 45’, 52’ and 
65’ lengths. 


Repairs — New Construction 
Crew Boats, Barges, Tugs 


Gulf Master Boats, Inc. 


P. O. Box 486 Slidell, La. 








Ph. HE 6-7371 


or HE 9-3519 — HE 9-2319 


ELLIOTT 


MARINE 
DIVERS 


Submarine Pipelining 
A Specialty 





Box 5512, Drew Station Lake Charles, La. 











DIESEL 
POWER 





SALES—SERVICE—PARTS 
DIESEL MARINE SERVICE 


Harold L. Cooling, Owner 
P. O. Bex 558 Pres. 5-2500 Cameron, La. 








AUGUST, 1955 
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ortunately 


the finest <a 


© Beautiful rooms and suites . . . smartly 
fashioned for modern living and old 
fashionea comfort, Refreshingly cooled 
with refrigerated air, Attentive service 


- « « friendly spirit . . . an experience 
in gracious living, 


HOME OF THE FAMOUS 
COCK 'N’ BULL GRILL 


elelthy ge). 





Industrial Photography 
GEER STUDIO 





SERVING THE LOUISIANA OIL INDUSTRY 
Call Jack Beech: CA 7419 


708 Royal Street New Orleans 16, Louisiana 








BEDELL & NELSON 


Engineers 


840 Union Street 


New Orleans 12, La. Telephone RAymond 6195 








FREDERIC R. HARRIS, INC. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


Offshore Oil. Producing Installations 
27 William Street — New York 5, N. Y. 











New Equipment 















This scale model shows the wharf as it would be con- 
nected to a drilling platform by A-frame breasting-off 
booms. 


Floating Wharf Provides Crew Safety 


The bounding main, insistent offshore hazard, might 
have some of its nuisance value depleted by a new float- 
ing wharf designed for use with a drilling platform. The 
wharf is designed to rise and fall with wave action and 
make unloading from a tug or crewboat easier. A scale 
model (above) shows a wharf which would be 60 feet 
long, have a 20-foot beam, be six feet high and draw one 
foot of water. 

Key to the performance of the floating wharf is a uni- 
versal joint at the end of a breasting-off boom. The con- 
trivance would permit complete freedom for the wharf to 
rise and fall with the waves. In the event of a storm, 
pulling of two pins would permit instant release of the 
wharf from the drilling platform. Blakely Smith, 2920 
Rice Boulevard, Houston, Texas. 





This universal joint at the end of the breasting-off boom is 
the key to the wharf’s performance. It allows the wharf 
complete freedom to rise and fall with the waves. 
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FLOATING DRYDOCK 


Repairs on boats up to 140’ in length, 
barges up to 180’ in length and 40’ wide. 


CONRAD Inoustries, INC. 


Phones: 2230 
2353 
2579 


Box 790 


MORGAN CITY LOUISIANA 








For the Life of Your Structure 


INTEGRITY, ABILITY IN 
COATING APPLICATIONS 


Coating and maintenance are deciding 
factors in whether an offshore structure 
will continue to be useful, or be short- 
lived due to corrosion. To keep down 
maintenance cost, the coating must be 
applied properly. 

Vapor Honing Company, Inc. uses all 
known techniques to check out and in- 
sure a perfect coating job. We offer 
the best in corrosion protection for your 
offshore, swamp and Gulf Coast equip- 
ment. 





Experienced coating applicators of all types coating. 


VAPOR HONING COMPANY, INC. 


Phone UN 1-0476 Member NACE 
Box 7734 

7018 Katy Road 

Houston, Texas 


Phone FI 1-2712 
Box 93 


Peters Road 
Harvey, La. 

















BREAUX OILFIELD WORK BOATS 








This Boat 25’ long — 8’ beam — 28” draft 
Custom built for shallow water operations — all steel cabin and 
hull — used as pumper boat — equipped for oil field marine use. 


ROY BREAUX’S Marine Service Co. 


of Loreauville, Louisiana 


Phone 2-7852 
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‘-- Boat-el’ (bo-tel’)—-A service furnishing food, 
tableware, kitchen utensils and linens, 
oy. and the personnel to prepare and serve 
meals and do housekeeping for the oil 
industry, on land or water. 


,. Boat-el-ier-—One who provides these services 
C (only General Marine Corp.). 








.~-. Boat-el/men—Cooks, dishwashers, waiters, 
te Sey bedroom stewards, butchers, warehouse- 
Ca men, truck drivers; anyone having any 
ace, part in providing the above services. 
¢ ad ‘ 
b 
a, Boat-el’chef—An experienced chef who plans 
wae” and prepares as many meals per day as 
¥ in are required for any size crew for any 
, F: J given length of time. 
e lees 
3 $% Boat-el’ sup-ply’—The logistics of moving per- 
a P<, sonnel and supplies from their source to 
¥. Bas the job. 
= Tees 
rif ae 4 
% ie , , . 
gt ee Boat-el’ con-trol’—The system of controlling 
eae te costs that make Boatel Service “top qual- 
ss GR ity at a reasonable price.” 
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Boat-el’ sup-ply’ base—The warehouses—one 
in Gretna, La., and one in Lake Charles, 
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La., especially designed and equipped to 
expedite movement of supplies and per- 
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Ample power 
for your towing job 


amy time, anywhere 


DAY OR NIGHT PHONE 


Galveston 3-6468 or 3-4673 
Houston WA 8-5406 
Corpus Christi TU 4-8791 


HOUSTON 








Ample marine horsepower . . . controlled by 
veteran pilots and engineers who understand the sea 

. is a basic part of every G & H offshore towing 
contract. 

Offshore oil operators have found they can depend 
on the experienced judgment of licensed G & H 
crews to provide adequate horsepower for each 
specific towing job... large or small .. . any time, 
anywhere . . . from a fleet of 18 modern, diesel- 
powered tugs. 

Let our 35 years’ experience in harbor and off- 
shore towing assist you in solving your offshore 
towing problems, anywhere in the Gulf or Latin 
American waters. 

Call the G & H office nearest you today. No obli- 
gation, of course. 


TOWING COMPANY INC. 


18 MODERN DIESEL POWERED TUGBOATS AT YOUR SERVICE 24 HOURS A DAY 


GALVESTON CORPUS CHRISTI 


802 U. S. National Bank Building 





The “Sirocco” . 
e. and Sewart 


in 


— “any > 


Lead the Field! 


Latest in a Complete Line of Crewboats 


Dimensions: 40° x 12'3” 
Top Speed: 31.3 MPH 
Cruising Speed: 27.5 MPH 


The "Sirocco," built for Jack Milsted of 
New Iberia, Louisiana, is the prototype of 
a new addition to the complete line of 
crewboats designed and buit by Sewart Sea- 
craft. This 40-footer maintains an even keel 
even at high speeds in rough water. Powered 
by two General Motors 6-71 Diesels, gene- 
rating 216 horsepower each, the "Sirocco" 
hit speeds well in excess of 30 mph in test 
runs. A special dinette arrangement on the 
"Sirocco" slightly reduces the 18 passenger 
capacity normal for this model. It's a crew- 


boat that combines rugged strength and 
stability with speed and maneuverability. 


The "Sirocco" exemplifies the fine design, 
construction and performance that have es- 
tablished Sewart's leadership in the manu- 
facture of boats for the marine oil fields. 
Sewart Seacraft are known for fine crafts- 
manship, speed and dependable perform- 
ance. There’s no substitute for experience, 
and more than 500 Sewart Seacraft are now 
in service in the marine oil fields. For your 
boat requirements—See Sewart! 
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